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| themſelves or others. For they may fall at the 25th of May, 
| but ali into Deſpair, Confufton of Mind, Atheiſm, and a 
| vain Imagination, that tho they are no true Prophets, the 


12. were . Now, ebe in repreſenting their Caſe 
obe bwin Pay 


„I have been forced to "Take uſe of 
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To John Chamberlayn, Eſq; 


Phyſicians endeavour to purge off as\much as they can; both 
of the antecedent Cauſes and bad relifs of the Diſtemper : 
And as ſuch a groſs Enthuſiaſm as this, could not have 
ſprouted out fo rank, if it had not met with many evil No- 
tions, and much Credulity and Superſtition in their Minds 


again in new Miſchiefs of ſame other ſert. And theref 


' yet if Du think there Ts any thing in theſe R 7 
will help to make thoſe of them that are deluded, fall again 
more eaſily into the ways of Chriſtian Piety and Sobriety: 
If there be any thing that will help to make the wickedneſs 
of the Wicked fall, without tearing down with it the, ſur- 

ports of Faith and Virtue in weak Mens Minds 5 If ghere 
83 in them that will help to fix true e, [2 
the ſame time that it deſtroys Superſtition, I willing 
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tions out of which it grew. In Ri of a Sickneſs, wiſe 
5 4 


1 Pit toe h ſrem, that of the nſelven t 1 : muy fa lin A | 
42 TART 


ly give fi 
my.conſent for its publication; and hape the haſt in which | 
the Obſervations. were made, will excuſe any want of ex- 
aneſs, which Tam wery ſenſible there is in it, F it bab 
any of tbe Benefits I named before, it will have this be- 1 
fades, that it will lat them ſee, that before the'25th of © 6 
May, the World knew what judgment to make of tbem, a 
well as after. I have but one word more, and that iy, that 
i Nu do incline to let it come abroad, you may conſider, 
whether it may nat be proper to prefix ubis Letter hefe it. 
Ie will ſerve inſtead of 4 Preface, giving the Reaſons. ef io 
being printed ſo late, and alſo for a Teſtimony hom much 


before; it would be well if with this Folly, ſome of thoſe | | 
evil Cauſes could be clear d off, for fear left they break, out 


| SHORT VIEW 
"7 OF ThRk 5 
Pretended Spirit of Propbecy. 


*- © Containing a Short View of this pretended Spirit 


as e Prophecy, from its Firſt Riſe in the Teat 
* 1688, to its preſent State among ſt us. 


r, 44 

* 10 Hough the Church of Chriſt hathi the gracieus 
5 Promiſe of God, that it ſhall not fail, and hark 

a | ſtood upon that Rock Seventeen Hundred 


| Years, and ſhall continue to the End of the 
World: Yer our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles fore- 
told, that there ſhould ariſe in ir falſe Chriſts and falſe 
Prophets, which ſhould both try the Faith of Chriſtians, 
and exerciſe the Courage and Vigilance of Magiſttates 
and Miniſters, boch in Church and Stare. 
For the better judging, whether theſe pretended French 
Prophets, and their Followers of our own Country, are 
ſuch Deceivers, or Divinely Inſpired Men, it is proper for 
nus to trace their Courſe from the beginning: For as they 
Z have driven this Trade ſeveral Years before they came 
IT 5 5 among 
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amongſt us; by our obſerving how their Predictions were # 
fulfilled, and. what good Service they did their Friends E 
and Followers at home, we may, gueſs the better, what WW 


Conſequences we may expect from them here. | 
Now the beginning of this Courſe of Prophecy was 


in Dauphiny in France, in the Spring of the Year 1688, 
One of the firſt chat it appeared in, was a poor Shepherd's | 
Daughter of Fourteen or Fifteen Years eld, as Ignorant 
and Unraughr as one can inden : And awongſt the h. 


many others that had done the ſame, ſhe had left the 


Proteſt ant Religion, and turned Papiſt. She firſt fell into 
Fits like rhe Falling Sickneſs, and then into a deep Sleep, 
from which ſhe could no way be awakened, After ne 
had lain ſome time, ſhe began to ſing Pſalms, and make 
Prayers in her Trance. She preached Repentance, ſpake 
againft the Maſs, and reproached all Proteſtants that had 
revolted from their Religion; and withall, propheſied a 
ſudden Change of Affairs in that Kingdom ar the time 
of the Vintages. But nothing falling out then more than 
uſual, rhoſe that had given Credit to her, ſneltered them- 
ſelves under the ambiguity of the word Vin#ages, being 
of the plural Number. Notwithſtanding this firſt fai ure k 
of her Promiſe, rhe Number of ſuch ſeemingly inſpired 
Perſons increaſed, and from the Eleventh Day of N- 
vember they dated a New Prophecy, That the French Ring 
ſhould be converted, and come to Geneva, and hold a 
Council there, and great Revolutions ſhould follow ; - 
and this ſhould be either on the Fifteenth Day of Decems - 
ber, or the Firſt Day of Fanuary, that very Winter 1689, 
And though this was a ridiculous Prophecy, and failed 
as the former, they had great Numbers of People liſten- 
ed to them notwithſtanding; in ſomuch that Mr. Merlat, 
a learned Protgftant, in that ſame Fanuary, preached an 
excellent Sermon at Lauſanne, which he 'afrerward 7} 
printed; ſhewing by all the Rules of Sound Diviniry, 1 


and rhe Principles of our Reformation, That theſe Peo- 


ple ſpake by a lying, Diabolical Spirit. He apbealed to 
his Auditors, who knew a great part of them to be 
wandering Vagabonds, that uſed to beg in their Country 


of Switzerland in Winter as Proteſtahts, and return home in 


of 


theSpring by Hundreds, and go po Maſs; and were either 
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that the Enemy ſent amongſt them; and diicovered 
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| (3) 2 
of one Religion, or the other, as they could get Bread. 
He ſhewed, by their falſe Predictions, groſs Miſtakes, 
diſorderly Behaviour, and ridiculous indecent Laughter 
in the midft of their Extaſies, that they were D-moniachs, 
not Prophets; and aſſured them, that in all Human Judg-- 
ment, that matter muſt end much to the Diſhonour and 


Furt of the Reformation; when it ſhould appear (as it 
would after a little time) that it had been the Devil who 
had ſpoken ſo much for the Reformation, and againſt the 


Z Maſs. Their Preaching in that way gave great Hopes 
to ſome Proteſtants, and made the Papiſts in thoſe places 
beſtir themſelves: Bur in France they have ways of qui- 


ering of them, which I hope our Government will never 


make uſe of: And thoſe Methqds made a Cure, thar 


their Spirit of Propheſy was laid aſleep for ſome Vears; 


but in the Year 1901. it broke out again in the Ce- 


vennes. 


The Cevennes are a mountainous Part of Languedoc, 


þ. that, by Reaſon of its many difficult Acceſſes, have of- 


ren been the Sear of the Civil Wars in France. And as 
People that live in ſuch Places, find War a Harveſt, if ir 
proves proſperous ; the Spirit that ſpeaks in theſe People, 


. ro Arms about that ſame time, when this War 


broke out which we are now engaged in. Their Pro- 


pbets propheſied the Downfal of Old Pharaob, and aſſu- 


red them of great Victories. The Cry to the Deſart, pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Lacy, gives us large Accounts of the Signs 
and Wonders by which it encouraged and helped them. 


Their Officers (as they tell us) gave Orders by Inſpira- 
tion: And the Spirit it ſelf gave the Signals of cheir Bat- 
tles. The ſame Spirit, as they ſay, detected the Spies 


. {| 


2rhbeir Ambuſhes, Many were led in the Night by lights 


like Stars, and ſometimes like Rockets. Showers of 


1 
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Bullets were but like common Hail, and after the Battle, 


79 


9 ome found Bullets that had pierced their Cloachs wich- 
out Power to hurt them. One Man, as they tell us en- 


dured the Fire untouch d; and came our ſafe and ſound, 
after he had ſtood in the midſt of it for' a quarter of an 
Hour, or thereabouts. How much truth there is in cheſs 
1 Relations that they give us, it is hard for us co determine 
= k B 2 partie 
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particularly, I make no doubt, for my own part, bur 


that they magnify Matters at this diſtance: But as it is 


certain, that they had ftrange Agitations, ſuch as they 7 
have now, and we may ſuppoſe a great part of the reſt; 
for the greater their Signs and Wonders were there, the 
leſs reaſon we have to regard them here; for notwith- 
_ ſtanding the ſeeming Miracles chat led them to the War, F 
the iſſue was, that they were miſerably beaten. Many 


were cur in pieces; many broken upon the Wheel; 
many condemned to the Gallies. Their Towns were 
burn'd ; the Parents of theſe deluded Children were un- 

done, Three Hundred of theſe Exſtatick, Perſons were 
forced to ſubmit, and beg for Peace; and even our pre- 


tended Prophet Elias Marion, and his Bret hren, thought it br 
was a tempting of God for to ſtrive alone by themſelves, to 


car on fo difficult and bloody a War, the Enemies deſtroy- 15 | 
ing with Fire and Sword all that they found out of Walled 
Towns. I put this in their own words, in the gth Page 


of the Preface to his Warnings, Now let theſe unhappy 


and deluded Gentlemen of our own Nation, (if they are 10 
indeed deluded) let them conſider, whether they can 
find any fooliſh People before, that were perſwaded to 


follow a Man that came directly from a Deſtruction, 
into which he had help'd to lead his own Countrymen 
by his Propheſies, and out of which he eſcaped, by own- ©. 
ing that they had tempted God, and promiſing in his Ca- 
pitulation to bear Arms no more in that Cauſe. Since 
the whole face of that matter makes them a terrible Ex- 


ample, teaching others to beware of ſuch Enthuſiaſtical 1 
Deluſions; how far muſt theſe Men have loſt their Rea- 
fon, who receive them out of that Calamiry, with Ad- 


miration of their Inſpirations, and run after them again 
into the ſame Follies ? | by 

And this Infatuation will appear more wonderful when 
we conſider, that it is not only once that this Prophet hath 


miſcarried, but after a ſecond Calamity, chat he comes 
hither to play the third Game in a new Place. For 


when this ſame Elias Marion had Capitulated in the 
Year 1704, and had ſaved his Life, by giving his Faith 


to the French King, not to bear Arms again againſt him; 


he had O been aboye three Months at Geneva, bar Y 
Mr. F 


Mr. F. d (one of the Agents for the Engliſh and Dutch ) 
telling him, that there would be Supplies ſent ro the Ce- 
vennes, and Support, which ſuppoſes Money to be got, 
that Spirit which Mr. Marion acts by told him, that 
fie might with great aſſurance take his Fourney back; and 
"gave poſitive Order, that he ſhould do ſo; and added, That 
be ſhould ſee a great deal of his Brethrens Blood ſpilt, but 
hat for himſelf he needed not to fear. I quote this in 
his own words, in the fifth Page of the Preface to his 
* Warnings ; and I do it, that theſe deluded Gentlemen 
may ſee, that the ſecond unfortunate Expedition, which 
ended in as much Miſery as the firſt, was undertaken, if 
Mr. Marion might be believed, by the poſitive Order of 
that Spirit that ſpeaks in him. Another Reaſon why I 
Auote it in his own words is, That others may take No- 
tice, how light a Matter it ſeems to him to prevaricate, 
and father upon the Spirit the Deceits of his own Heart: 
For did ever God Almighty, the great Preſerver of Men, 
ſend a Prophet to encourage War, and give no better 
Promiſe than this, That his Friends ſhould be killed, but 
be himſelf ſaved? Would his betrayed Countrymen 
have joyned and followed him, if he had told them, that 
that was his Meſſage, and all the Victory they might 
hope for? It is certain, he never ſpake ſuch a ſelfiſh 
Prophecy: But when he ſaw this ſecond Expedition 

had ended with the ſame Slaughter and Diſappointmenr 
„ the firſt, he coined this Inſpiration, chat it might agree 
„ with the ſad Iſſue. | 
And here Icannot forbear taking notice that Mr. M--»'s 
Conduct in this matter, doth by no meats lock like the 
U prightneſs and Sincerity of a Prophet, but very like 
the Actions of one that takes Money on both fides : 
For their own Accounts tell us, That the French acted 


ch 110 much by that way of ſending their own Creatures for 
\es Spies. Then this E!--s M--n, by his own acknowledg- 
E ment before the Conſiſtory in the Savoy, confels'd, that 


Bm 150 he was a Papiſt till he was Three or Four and Twenty 
„ Taears old; and that muſt be even till he went amorigſt 
the Camizars, for he is not Thirty yer. Then he was 


T5 an unſetled young Man, chat bad left his Profeſſion: For 


his Parents put him to an Attorney; bur he did not take 
7 B 3 to 
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(6) 
to his Employment; and ſuch a one was a fit Inftrument 
for them ro act by, And if this Mn was indeed one 
of the Popiſh Spies, that ſhews us the Reaſon, why his 
Father and Brethren found ſo much Favour and good 
For une, as to paſs the French Guards with all neceffary 
Proviſions to this El- g, that was in Arms, without in- 


rerruption, near a Hundred times. A Hundred times 


is very often for his Brethren to paſs undiſcovered thro 
French Guards, with Powder and other Ammunuirion ; 
And though Mn ſaith, It was by means of the particu- 
lar Conduct of the Spirit; it is much more likely, that 
it was by the Permiſſion of rhe French Goverfiour, who 
let them paſs to him, chat they might bring back Intel- 
ligence from him. See Cry from the Deſart, p. 90, 91, 92. 
Theſe Conjectures are much ftrengthened by that 
honeſt Affidavit that Col. Civ hath very worthily made, 
for the preventing thoſe great Miſchiefs that theſe Pre- 
tenders do amongſt weak Men. No Man is more likely 
to judge rightly of them than he, becauſe he ſaw ſo much 


of them in France, when the Appearances of their Inſpi- 
rations were more Strange and Noubrful : And he very 
honeſtly declares, that, in his Opinion, theſe pretended 


Proj hecies, or rather Hypocriſies and Lies, by which 
theſe Men take upon them to imirate the Spirit of God, 


are a Blaſphemy againſt that Holy Spirir. And of M. 


he adds in particular, that by reaſon of the many Com- 

plaints brought againſt him in the Cevennes, he was for- 

bidden to meddle in any thing under pain of Puniſh- 
„ | 


ment. 


But Obſervations of this Nature belong to other Per- 


ſons: My Buſineſs is with their Prophetick Talent, and 


1 ſha!l keep to that, and take notice of one thing more 
before I leave thoſe foreign Parts, to follow them from 
thence to London, And that which I obſerve more is, 
his profound Silence about all thoſe things, during the 
time he ſtaid ar Lauſanne ; for he was there about Ele- 
ven Months, from his ſecond Capitulation, till he began 
his Journey hither; and what could be the Reaſon, that 


he gave them no nctice of our Saviour's ſudden Appear- 


ing ? Did not they want to be warned, that the New 


Heavens and Earth were at hand; and thar Terrible 


Judgments 
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Judgments ſhould go before them? I know very well 
what they will ſay was the Reaſon :. Bur the Ingenious 
Frenchman, that hath given us an Account of them, lets 
us into the true Caule, There were ſeveral ſuch Pra- 
phers that had tried their Tricks ar Geneva, Lauſanne, 
and in Holland, and had been diſcovered Impoſtors; and 
therefore theſe Men would not begin their Practices 
there, nor did they inſert into their Certificates any Te- 
eee, , ht ae cathy ons +. 

Well, but what was the Reaſon, why he pitch'd upon 


London, above all other places, for the Scene of his Pro- 


phetick Gifts? As he came through ſo many flouriſhing 


proteſtant Cities, why did none of them tempt him ei- 
ther to ſeek a Settlement, or ſo much as ſtay to ſee their 


Scituations? What made him come with ſuch a quick 
Tourney as he did? For in the {pace of Three Weeks 
and Three Days (from the 23d of Fuly, WENN 
dhe paſt through all theſe intermediate Cities, 
and came as far as from Lauſanne to London. | 

And though chis is a Queſtion he cares not to anſwer 
fairly, yer a Crafty Anſwer he gives to ſome of ir, in the 


92d page of the Cry from the Deſart. The chief Anſwer 


he abides by.is, That Ged by Repeated Inſpirations ſignified 
his Pleaſure, that he ſhould come for England: And he 


adds, that this was ſo clearly declared, that he could not 


miſtake, or underſtand it otherwiſe. But he hath uſualiy 
ſome Realon of his own for What his Spirit adviſes ; an 

tho he doth not directly confeſs, that it was ſo, yer he 
ſaith in the ſame Page, It i, ſuppoſable that ſome Friends 
or Kindred of mine might invite me hither. And though 
he only minces this diſhoneſtly, without confeſſing rhe 


truth: Let it is plain, both that they had invited him, 


and were in haſte, and {taid for his coming; for he atri- 
ved from his long Journey out of Switzerland but on the 
16th of September 1706. and upon the 18th his Scribes 
were ready ſer, and had begun that courſe of Writing 
bis Prophecies, which with ſo much Trouble and lois 


of Time they have continued ever fince. Mr, F- hath 


not always been thought ſo eaſie in his Belief of Pro- 
phets: But now he was {9 well prepared, that he wanted 
not one Sign or Miracle for his Confirmation. 


BA. And 


(8) 


And tho! this whole Matter is too Sad and Serious for 
Jeſt (for it is in truth a 5 Melancholy Subject) yet 
his firſt Warning is a little Comical. For he was but 
juſt come as far as from Switzerland, by an expreſs Call 
of the Spirit, to a City where the ſame Spirit ſaid he 
had much People: And his firſt Warning was, That he 
* ſhould prepare to go back again out of this Country, 
* and return to his Brethren, to Fight more than ever, He 


* ſaid he had gracious Promiſes for us: Bur ſome coming 


to hear him only out of Curioſity, God would not have 
them manifeſted ro ſuch People; and therefore he 
ſhould prepare ro depart in a ſhort time. Let all the 
World judge, whether the Divine Spirit would call him 
hither, and call him back again in his Firſt Warning, tho 
he had much People here? Or whether this be not the 
common Method of Mountebanks, to make the People 
make haſt to them 135 : 
And now having landed, and entered him of his 
Work, which he knew he was to carry on, for all his 
Prate about returning; it is needful to join with him his 
two Companions, which, beſides their Secreraries, join 


with him, and make that they are commonly called rhe 


Three French Prophets, Thoſe Companions are John 
Cav--r and D- d Fage; and their Characters are ſuch as 
will help us much in judging, what Prophecies are like 
to come from em: I owe theſe Characters ro that ho- 
neſt Account, which one of their own Countrymen hath 
given us of them, both for the preventing the Miſchief 
they daily do, and for juſtifying their own Cenſure and 
Condemnation of them. I hope all that meer with this, 
will alſo read that, where they will find the Atreftations 
at large: For I have only taken a few hints, | 


C- is a Man that had his Education Seven Yeats 
amongſt the Jeſuits, As Mn was a Papiſt till Twenty 
Four, ſo this Man had his Foundation laid by thoſe dan- 
gerous hands, Being Giddy and Licentious, he could 
be fix'd ro no ſober Buſineſs, and therefore wenr into the 
French King's Army; and whilſt he was in that a Papiſt, 
he was in danger of being hang'd at Montpelier. After 


that he put himſelf among che Cami gars: But his old 


Maſters 
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Maſters knew ſo well what advantage to make of ſuch 
an Opportunity, that they made uſe of him to betray 


the Proreftants, and di ſcover their Meetings. The Pro- 
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teſtants were ſo ſenſible of rhis, that he was forced ro 
ger away again from amongſt them, and ſhelter himſelf 


= again in the French Army, as he did in the Regiment of 
the Marquiſs de Broglio, in which (very likely for the 
Service he had done) he had a Sub-Lieutenants Pace 
'Z beſtowed upon him: Tho? he himſelf faith, his Father 
# bought ir, to ſave him from the Proteſtants that were 
7 jealous of him. See Cry from the Deſart, 7 53. 


While he was there, he owns he had no Prophecies 


or Agitations: And what brought him from thence hi- 


ther, we muſt gueſs as we can. It is not very likely, 
char it was his Religion and Conſcience : For as he came 


by Geneva, he had behaved himſelf ſo that they refuſed 
do give him their Teſtimony, cho he defired it: And in 
his Lodgings, upon the Road berwixt Lauſanne and 
Fran. fort, he attack d the Maid of the Houſe in his 


Shirt in ſuch a manner, that ſhe was forced to call our 


for help. 


At Cologn, Perſons of different Religions being in the 


| Boar, and the Proteſtants upon Sunday ranking them- 


ſelves to one fide for their Devorions, C--r went to the 
fide of the Papiſts that laugh'd at them. When he was 


don Shipboard coming for England, he Swore, and ſung 
Bawady Songs, and kept Company with a Woman that 
had viſited both Armies in Flanders. And ſome Genrle- 


women have made Affidavit, that ſince he harh been in 
London, he hath entertained them with immodeſt Talk, 
ſung lewd Songs, and had by heart a Speech which he 
called a Papiſt Sermon, full of Obſceneneſs and Profane- 
neſs; and he uſed to pronounce it as if he had been in 
the Pulpit. 

When he had begun his Courſe of Propheſying here 
in Town, Mr. A. Le B. ask'd Col. C--r, if he did not 
ſometime ſee his Nephew ? His anſwer was, I difown 
thar Wretch for my Kinſman, and will never own him 
for ſuch till he hath lefr off his Follies and Extrava- 
gancies, which cover me with Shame and Confufinn. 
And upon a Letter of good Advice that the Colonel ſent 

a | | him, 


© becauſe he ſpake at Random: And added, Thar he 


( 10 ) 3 


him, C--r told Mr. A. L. B. that he would leave off his 15 


Prophecies and Inſpirations. Bur it ſeems he harh found 
Abettors that make him think ir beſt to continue. 


Durand F--e is by Trade a Weaver, ind- being of 5 


Parts and Spirit as mean as his Occupation, he ſpeaks 
little, and ſo expoſes himſelf the leſs: But an evil Heart 


will betray it felt one time or other; and once in Spittle- 


fields, in a Company that he was: free with, he told them 
how in France, an Abbot walking with him ſaid : Well 
F--e,whence did you take your Tex t when you preach'd 
to thoſe People? And he anſwered, He took his Text 
from a drinking Song: Fill, Fill, Give us, Fill, &c. One 
ſingle ftroke, ſuch as this, i is enough to cure wile Men 
of any Faith in his Prophecies, And yer we may add ro 
it a ſecond, that his Friend C--r hath help'd us to: For 
his Prophecies being wretched Stuff, and none of them 
printed, C--7 giving the Reaſon why they were omitred, 
{aid, © His Inſpirations were not worth the Col! ecting, 


committed ſeveral Rogueries in Holl and, for which God 


s withdrew his Grace from him. 
Theſe Characters are ſo black, So ſober Men will 


not want any help to ſhew what Conclufions are to be 


drawn from them, Only this I will. add, That theſe 
Vices were not the Faults they were ouilry of before 
their Converſion and Repentance ; for in that Caſe God 
doth often call Publicans and Harlots, and make uſe of 
them for the Examples of his Mercy, and the Encou- 
ragement of other Sinners: But theſe Profligate Speeches 
and Actions have been ſince they have taken upon them 
to be Prophets of Vengeance, only ſpoken and acted 
where they thought they were {ate and free: And if af- 
rer the knowledge of that, any can believe them good 
Prophets, and ſent by our Saviour, to prepare his way, 
they are in readineſs for any Deluſion, that the Devil 
and bad Men can lay before them. 

But fince thele pretended Prophets have ſown theſe 
Tares while Men flepr, and have unhappily gained. rco 


much ground amongit weak Men, betore cheſe Binge 
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could be known for their Preſervation, I ſhall follow 
them through ſuch ſteps as they have led us in. 
And thoſe Three French Prophets, as they call them, 
went on through all that Winter as Mu had begun; 
and tho” their Effufions were poor and mean Stuff, yer 
. 4 | SS 
their Novelry, the ſeeming Extaſy that they were (roke 
with, their Agitations, and beating themſelves againſt 
the Ground, brought People to ſee them as if they had 
been a Show : And after ſome time they got into a 
Conventicle, and ſpake there to greater Numbers of 
Hearers. | 15 55 
Ho bloody and inſufferable their Varnings were, I 
hall rake notice afterward, but that of the 18th of De- 
7 cember is a little obſervable. He takes occaſion there to 
let them know, that Prophecy without Pay was but 
Painful and Irkſome. Saith he, in their way of making 
the Almighty ſpeak what they would have faid, I wil 
call you to march at my Ward, to receive the Wages of your 
Hire. I will pay you before-hand, before I ſet you to Work, 
q that your labour may not be Irksome to you, It is a little 
* _ painful my Children, Sufferings go along with it, &c. And 
the very next Day after that, ſaith he, My Child, in two 


1 Days, T tell thee, thou muſt de part, and that without de- 
8 * lay. This was a pretty plain hint that they could not 
Prophecy here for nothing, and I ſuppoſe ſome of their 
4 Hearers underſteod it; and therefore before the two 
= Days were paſt, they had a Counter-Order for their 
* ſtaying longer. wy | TE, 
And having mentioned this 7/a1ning to depart, I muſt 
3 2 add, that tho' there is nothing in any of their Books, 
1 that looks like the true Spirit of God, yet there are few 
things more directly oppoſite to his Veracity, than that 
1 I continual Warning them to leave the Country, when 
be intended ditectiy rhe contrary. As Mn began with 
1 it the very firſt Prophecy he made, I believe he repear- 
ed ir above twenty times afterward. If either they 
wanted Pay, or wanted Hearers, or wanted an Excuſe 
to run away, if they found the Government would nor 
1 & ſuffer them; Then, My Child, prepare to depart, you muſt 
| leave this Country: Be ready in two Days: And fince the 


Event ſhewed, that there was nothing intended by all 


(12) 
thoſe Warnings z it ſhews alſo, that they could no ways 
proceed from God's Spirit of Truth and Faithfulneſfſs. 

The next point we may take notice of, is the Pro- 
ceedings of their own Church againſt them. For the 
Biſhop of London, fearing how far this Miſchief might 
ſpread amongſt weak People, injoined the French Church 
in the Savoy, to examine and give an Account what kind 
of Perſons theſe pretended Prophets were. Accordingly | 
they did cauſe them to appear before them : And theſe 
three Men expreſſing all due Submiſſion to their Mini- 
ſters, Proteſting that they were ſo far from departing 
from their Confeſſion of Faith, that they were ready to 
Seal ir with their Blood; and adding, that they were 
under the Order of the Spirit to leave the Country in a 
few Days, the Conſiſtory dealt gently with them, ane 
adviſing them to leave theſe ways of Propheſy, and take 
to ſome regular Profeſſions, made a favourable Return 
of their Caſe ro the Biſhop. _ 5 
And this Candour and Gentleneſs with which their 
Country men dealt with them at firſt, is a demonſtration, 
that when afterward they were forced to Cenſure and 
Conde mn them, it was becauſe they found great Rea- 
ſon. For notwithſtanding the pretended Order of their 
Spirit to be gone, they ſtaid and preach'd, Hearers and 
Admirers followed them. Coaches were frequently at 
their Doors: They were ſent for to Rich Mens Houſes; 
and it is not to be imagined, but where they gave their 
Bleſſing, they received an Offering. Theſe and ſuch like 
things made the Biſhop of Lendon think it needful to ſend 
a ſecond Order to the ſame French Church to inquire fare 
her after them, TEE: 
Upon this ſecond Order, the Veſtry or Confiftory 
gave them notice, according to their Methods, to appear 
and give Account of themſelves; and finding them to 
ne glect their Authority, contrary to their former Pre- 
renſions: Having beſides, the Opinion of their Phyſician, 
agreeing with their own Judgments, that their Agitations i 
and Prophecies were Voluntary and from themlelves : 
Having one who had propheſied in the ſame way, ac- 
knowledeing rhat he had counterfened, and that he be- 
lieved theſe Men, whom he kad known and ſeen before, 
to 
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to be Impoſtors: And receiving bad Accounts of their 
Lives from the hands of thoſe that had moſt Reaſon to 
„know them, they paſt an Act of Cenſure or Condemna- 
tion of them, and cauſed it to be Regiſter d. And the 

| other French Churches, by their Deputies, approved and 
* commended their Conduct, 
Nov it is eaſy for cavilling Wits to find ſomething 
to ſay againſt the plaineſt Truths, and the wiſeſt Acti- 
ons: But this Juſt and Right Sentence of this Grave Aſ- 
Z fembly, that was ſo willing to favour them as long as 
# They could, will be an Eternal Reproach to thoſe of our 
Nation, who after this fair Warning ſuffered themſelves 
to be impoſed upon. For though this ſhould in Reaſon 
have pur an end to their Succeſſes, yer they went on 
3 with their Trade, and boaſted of ſeveral Converts. One 
Z rhey had our of the Play-houſe, who was brought up by 
an Uncle, who ſnuffed Candles upon the Stage. Ano- 
ther I think ſold Pyes; and ſome Boys had learned to 
7 agitare and ſpeak ſome mean things; bur theſe did but 
afford marrer for Jeſt, They may at any time have as ma- 
ny of theſe as they can maintain and provide for: But 
that which of a ſudden ſurpriz d the Town was, that 
+ Twa Gentlemen of Eſtates ſhould declare themſelves of 
d 1 them. Sir R-d B.- y admired and follow'd them; ard 


A, 


Mr. I- propheſied amongft them, and out- did them 


5 in their own way; and this was indeed a Matter to be 
ir Wondered at: But wiſe Men, who ſaw the Folly and 


e  Meanneſs of their Prophecies, ſaw plainly, thay Sir Ri- 
1 . chard Bulkeley muſt have, what often happens, a weak 
” why erp joined with his Learning; and Mr. L--y muſt 
be fallen into a prophetick Enthuſiaſticx Madneſs, than 
which nothing is more common in Hiſtory. 
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iy One plain touch of his Madneſs is, that ſtrong Ima- 
s *2 gination he had, That God Almighty ſealed his Com- 
© miſſion juſt upon the 26th Day of June. He had pro- 
pheſied a Fortnight before that; and thoſe Prophecies, 
w. as well as the reſt, are printed ; but a warm Fancy 
"a © rouch'd his Brain, that that was the very Day of Seal. 


ing; and afterward, in one of his Ravings, he pulled 

* a Book our of his Pocket, and mark'd that down for 
- 8 . . - 

re, 8 the very Day. To me that Imagination of his appears 
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as plain a touch of Madneſs as any of che Follies of 
Bed/am. But what Judgment can be made of his Actions 
will appear beft in the next Chapter, where I ſhall 
confider their Doctrines and pretended Miracles more 
Particularly. | . 5 , 
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AF. 4 
Containing an Examination of their Doftrines 
and pretended Miracles. — 


Hine laid together ſo much of the Hiſtory of theſe 
Men, as may be needful to give us light in judging | 
of their Prerenſions ; I ſhall proceed to conſider ſome of 
the Arguments, by which they have ſeduced thoſe that 
they have drawn after them, For it is not to be ima- 
gined they could have carried on their Trade ſo long, . 
without having ſomething to ſay for themſelves. And 
tho' their Pretenſions will be found agreeable to their 
Characters; yet fince they have ſeduced ſome honeſt 
Men, and intangled others, for their ſakes we muſt % 
think it a Work of Charity, to offer what aſſiſtance we 
can for their Recovery. I ſhall confider therefore, as 
impartially as I can, Firſt, How very weak their Proofs 5 
are of true Prophecy. 24h), How palpable the Tokens + 5 
are of their Deceit and Deluſion, og ag 

Bur before I examine. the Arguments they pretend to, 
I muſt premiſe, that if their Signs be not wonderfully 
plain, we have very good Ground to reject them: For our 
Bleſſed Saviour hath not promiſed us any new Prophets 
and Miracles. He hath rather put his Seal to che inſpi- 
red Books, with a terrible Threatning of thoſe that ſhouid 
add to them. He warzed us therefore, that when falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhould come with great Signs, 
and Wonders, we ſhould not believe or go out to ſee 
them. Accordingly God's Church hath ſtood without 


Prophets ſince the Age of the Apoſtles: Iuſomucbh, that . 
tho, God hath many times wrought even ſupernarural WF: 


Bleſſings 


\ 


( 15 ) 

hleſſings and Judgments ; yer I believe theſe Men them- 
ſelves cannot name One Commiſſioned Prophet. Still far» 
cher, with reſpect ro this point of che time of the Day of 
Judgment, above all others, we have leaſt Reaſon to 
expect Prophets; becauſe it is better for us to be always 
Zn Expectation, and continually prepared for ir. God 
Almighry hath therefore declared, that it ſhould come as 
Thief in the Night, when we look'd not for it; and Mens 
Pretenſions to foretel and determine its Day and Year, 
hath always been the moſt common ſubject Matter of 
PDeluſion. Now fince this is the State of this Caſe, ng 
doubt bur every good Chriſtian, who rakes care to pre- 
pare for our Saviour's Coming, by a Life of Piery and 
Pobriery, Juftice and Charity, may count it an Act of 
Faith and Steadfaſtneſs in his Religion, to reject all that 
they have pretended to, without interrupting his Peace 
py nice Inquiries after them. Bur for the ſake of thoſe 
chat have already, or may be in danger of intangling 
themſelves, fo far as to want ſome help for their Sa- 
tisfaction, I will proceed, as I propoſed, to the Exa- 
"mination of their Pretenſions and Actions more parti- 
cularl). LS g . = 
No our Bleſſed Saviour reaches us, that Prophets are 
Ro be known by their Fruits: And the Fruits we have to 
Fonfider in theſe, are their De&rines and their Miracles. 
There are indeed other good Fruits that God's Prophets 
Have affiſted Civil Magiſtrates in bringing forth for the 
Benefit and Deliverance of their Countries; bur rheſe 
"Have brought forth nothing of that ſort, Bloodſhed and 
Ruine of their Friends have been their Fruits abroad; 
end Fear, and Fright, and Dilquieting ſober People, 
Zhave been their Fruit herè at home: And therefore what 
we have to examine, are their D:#rines, and their Mi- 
7 Facles. And as their Miracles mult be the Foundation of 
. their Doctrines, I will conſider them firſt. . 
And thoſe done in Fance, and publiſhed in the Cy 
Fom the Deſart, tho they are not proper Provis of any 
leo PDoctrines that Mr. Lacy and Mr. Marion preach and 
publiſh now in London fo long after; yer I conceive 
ar Irhey ſtick moſt with our Engliſy Readers: And of thoſe 


WFrench Miracles, chat of Claris's, who is ſaid to have 


4 


f 
1 


3 8 endured 


_ reaſonably be ſuſpected, chat they have magnified the 
Story in telling, Perhaps there might be ſomerhing of 


one of his Warnings, page 79. where encouraging his 
Friends. againft AS 


4 Fire of Straw, that tis no ſooner kindled, but tis out 


are better farisfied of the Fact. 


trtous Nations have abounded with ſuch kind of Trials, 
or Ordeals, But Wiſe and Civilizg'd Kings and People 


Diſeaſe within them, if they were Guilty: But our more 
learned and improved Ages have with great Reaſon 


RR” 
endured the Fire unburnt, I think makes the moſt im 
preſſion of any. : 1 RG : 

Bur now in this point, we want that which in caſe of 
Miracles we have great Reaſon to exact particularly; 
and chat is, good Proof. For the Chief Witneſſes that 
we have of his enduring the Fire, are Fohn Cavalier and 
Durand Fage 3 and upon Examination it appears plainly, If ' 
that they are very bad Men: And therefore it may very 


that Nature done; but it may be the Fire might be 
moſtly of Straw that made a Blaze, and was out again 
before ever the bigger pieces of Wood were kindled. 
Perhaps the Straw might be at a little diſtance round 
about him: Perhaps his Cloaths might be ſo wet as to 
endure a ſhort Blaze. And I the rather mention theſe 
hints, becauſe Mr. Marion hath an odd Expreſſion in 


udgments that ſhould fall upon i 
them, ſaith he, Tis but a Fire of Straw my Child, tis but I 
1 
again. Sometimes Men blab out Truths when they do; 
not think on ir. But however, ſince we have no more 
Credible Witneſſes than thoſe two, we may ſafely leave 


that Matter, which we are no ways concern'd in, till we 


Beſides this, I add, 2dly, That Barbarous and Idola- 
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have been ſo far from counting them ſure Tokens, ei- 
ther of Guilt or Innocence, Truth or Falſhood, that 
they have made Laws, and uſed great Endeavours ro 
Suppreſs them. Our awn Nation, in ignorant Times, 
had its ſhare in thoſe Superſtitions, Men might then 
by Law be try'd by holding their Hand in ſcalding Wa- 
ter, or ſwimming upon Cold: by carrying hor Iron, ot 
walking blindfold thorough hor Plow-ſhares : And one 
way they had, of taking the Decretory Morſel, i. e. the 
Holy Sactament ; wich Prayers, that it might become aj 


"tribe. nnd... Pa. S 4 An ., Ae Ay a av. 


rejected 


1 1 
n frejected them; not knowing what Spirit thoſe preterna⸗ 

. tural Anſwers came from. They were afraid, if they 
of tempted God, he might permit the Devil to give the 
3 MW Anſwer, | Bs 
at i I add, 34%, That notwithſtanding that, and all the 
nd other ſupernatural Facts, by which theſe pretended Pro- 
ly, & phers fay, they were led to the War; the ſad Iſſue to 
Ty them, was ſuch as gives us no Encouragement to follow 
be their Example. 28 


of And, Laſth, Notwithſtanding their high Pretenſions, 
their own Church, the French Proteſtants in London, Men 
ain of Worth and Learning, who have moſt reaſon to know 
ed. ¶ the Characters of thele Men, and the Truth of their 
nd Actions, have condemned them as falſe Prophets, as J 
to ¶ haye ſhe wn at large. And ſince that Matter ſtands thus, 
ele we muſt for ever forfeit the Reputation of a ſtaunch and 
in wiſe Nation, if we receive ſuch rejected Pretenders to 
his Propheſy, upon the Credit of a Miracle that hath no rela- 
don tion to us. Claris might be free from a treacherous Cor- 
but reſpondence with the French, of which he was vehemently 
out ſuſpected ;and yet theſe moſt aſſuredly are falſe Prophets, 
do Has heir on (buch „ EEE 
ore ® As for their Miracles here at home; the firſt, I think, 
chat they pretend to, is the Gift of Languages: And if 
this Matter of Fact had any reaſonable Atteſtation, I 
ſhould make no great Difficulty of allowing it. For both 
in the Roman Ritual, and all good Authors, that have 
© written concerning Poſſeſſion by Evil Spitits Speaking with 
Tongues, is laid down as one Sign of a Demoniac. For 
tho' we maintain, that the Devil cannot work fach Mi- 
racles as thoſe upon which our Holy Religion is found- 
Jed; we do not deny, but he can ſpeak as many Lan- 


nes, Faber as Mr. Facio, But as I would not make this 
hen W Temptation, which God in his Wiſdom hath permitted, 
Wa- greater than it is, I cannot but take Notice, Thar ir is 
„or very wonderful, that no Body ſhould have this Gift of 
one Tongues but Mr. Lacy. Mr. Marion, that came a 
the Stranger, ro preach in a ſtrange Country, hath it not. 
ne a Mr. Allue, and Mrs. Alut, and Cavalier, and others, that 
nore I have the ſamè want of it, have it not; and for lack of 


i, are forced to ſpeak to Engiiſ Auditors in an unknown 
9 L N ca 5 5h eh Re ng ore C Tongue $ 


. ; C 1 

Tongue: And Mr. Lacy, who can ſpeak beſt in ont 
known Tongue, hath this Gift, that he may ſpeak in 

an Unknown, This looks very oddly in my Mind: And 
it ſeems as ftrange to me, that Mr. Lacy ſhould, ar all 


4 4 


pretend, that his ſpeaking French, in his Firs, is any Mi- 
racle : For he ſpeaks French at other times: He eoaverſes | 
daily with them; continually hears their French Pro- 

pheſies; and hath tranſlated one, if not more, of their 
Books upon this Sub ject; and muſt have fead others 
if before them, or elſe he muſt have abuſed us with wrong 
= Tranflations. Now fince Mr, Lacy owns himſelf of a 
ö tenacious Memory, and is doubtleſs a Perſon of a good 
* Competency of Natural Parts; How came it into his f 
3 Mind to think his ſpeaking French a Miracle? Why he 
faith, rhe French he ſpeaks in his Extaſies, is better than; 
what he ſpeaks out of chem, in his Converſation, And 
no manner of doubt but it is: Becauſe this is the Subject 
thar he is Maſter of, and upon which his Thoughts are 
continually working Day and Night, with too deep Im- 
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preſſions. VCTF „ 
And this fame Anſwer may ſerve for his Latin : For 
| in that Language he had read Virgil and Horace: He bad 
"1 fludied it a Tear after he left. Schon; and after that be 
5 had read ir accidentally: And tho' in reading Strada he , 
*. mer with foreign Names, and Terms of War, that he 34 
1 underſtood not, nor cared to learn; yet he may undet- 
. ſiſtand Books of Propheſy, where the Latin is very eaſy, % 
„ Aud ſuch as he is uſed to; and therefore tho he under 
or ſtood not Strada, he underſtood Apparatus in Librun $1 
i Zohar, a Rabbinical Enthuſiaſtic Author, that he hath# 
. converſed too much with, and quotes in his Epiſtle be. 
y. 55 5 ö 2 
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Wl | fore Mr. Marion's Warnings. . II $ 
6 As for his Greek, he tells us, he was but little entered 
into that at School; and his miraculous Spirit keeps 
decent Proportion with his Abilities. For, I think, we 
have but rwo Lines of that Language; and if the 
make any Converts, we muſt be contented to bear the 
loſs of ſuch as will be drawn ſo eaſily. | 
3 But Tam apr to think that Mr. Lacy, upon ſecunlf 
_ Ty Thoughts, is willing to let this Pretenſion fall. Though 
1 ar firſt he might wonder at the readineſs with which bf 
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* fpake thoſe Tongues,” yet by farther cohſideting the Eaſis 
= neſs of that Latin, and rhe help of his Seribe, I hope he 
in perceives tis Error, in laying'to> much weight upon that: 

| For in his Third Volume he hath quite left it off; and in 

al che firſt Page of his Anſwer to the Enthuſiaſtich Impoſtors 

ub True Prophets, ſpeaking of Miracles, he ſaith, I have 
les | pretended to nothing of that kind, but a forcible removal of 

'0- # my Perſon . Reſtoring the Blind; and healing One Suf- 

ir ©) C004 0 DIET eee 3 A, 
ers And filppoſe' ee e ſake; I fhould grant 
true; could Mt. Lacy think 


= 


a three ſuch {mall Works as theſe, done in Corners, are 
Proof enough to a Wiſe State, and a Chriſtian Nation, to 
his receive Prophets d when for 1600 Years before, the 
he Church of God hath ſtood bappily without them: For, 
And there hath not been much greater Appearance of them, 
jet > than theſe'? when our Bleſſed Saviour forerold us, that 
Im- oo 
bigger than Sliding croſs a Room, and Beten Grey's not 
For ſeeing for one Hour, and looking Black in the Face for 
bad two, which forty cunning Fellows can imitate? But 
a heal them, tho they do not much deſerve it; for they are 
© he ſo mean, that they almoſt tempt one to er whether 
eaſy, their Creduliry, 


dere | As for fliding croſs the Room; firſt, Mr. Lacy cannot 
brun but know, that when Perſons are fallen into a State of 
hath Madneſs, their Strength, at ſome critical times, is much 
e be · greater than it is in its uſual Courſe ; and then, if it be 
__ #Zumploy'd that way, the Perſon may wy well flide croſs 
teres a Floor with a Motion unuſual. And for what they ſay 
eps of his ſhaking the Room, that only ſerves to make a 
Pk ſeeming Wonder where there is none ; for every haſty 
the ſtep that a Man takes, ſhakes a Chamber; and the very 
ar the ſhaking of it makes it likely, that the Motion was by 

Ie Strength of his Legs and Heels, tho' they that ſaw 
eccnſ it, in that ſudden lurprize, did nor perceive it, If he 


ng all theſe three Facts to be 

han gy. tho we have not had Prophets 3 doth M r. Lacy think, 

are falſe Chriſts ſhould ſhew great Signs and Wonders enough 
to deceive the very Eled. Were not thoſe great Signs, 

be however, I will examine thoſe three Miracles, as they 

def. they have even ſo much as the Devil's Power to excuſe 


haue had flid crofs, and made no noiſe or ſhaking, that had 
. 3 


1 2 * 
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1 
heen the commdn Sign chat ig given of 2 8 
Mens Bodies: But when the Floor maked as he flid, that 
Wass juſt as ic ſnould be, 'by,Marrer moying by ftrengrh 
impreſſed upon Matter. But is this like one 2 Sp Di. 


Spirits moving 


vine, Powerful, and:Benefagial Miracles of, our Saviour? 
Was this an hing tending, giher to God's Hopopr, or 
Man's Service: It js rather ſuch aß Tamaſhamed t lpend 


* 


time in Anſweriggaan : Du d gs 4 „ ag c 

The Second Mira e The Cure of Betty Grey's Blind: 
nels, But before any one can determine, how much | 
weight may, in common Prudence, be laid upon that, 
he muſt ccnfider, thar this ching was acted in an Inn, 
ſeveral Miles from Londen; where they had; bid them- 
delves ſo carefully, that even the Maſter of the Houle, 
at that time, knew"! Of rhe 


1 | 
no 


: 
S 


Sr 


nor who they were, or what theyꝛx 
were doing. Then it muſt be added, chat this Betty or 
Elizabeth Grey, is a young Woman of no extraordinary 7 
Character; and having converſed ſo much With the 
Play-houſe, is much more likely to be an AFreſs than a 
_ Propheteſs.. Then the very face of the thing carries all 
Marks of a Counterfeit ; for ſhe was well, Without any 
defect in her Eye-fight that wanted any Cure; but of a in 
ſudden, as they were together at Dinner, in a private Pe 
Room in the Inn, ſhe cried out, God bleſs her, and clap'd at 
her Hands upon her Eyes, and ſaid, ſhe could not fee; T 
and with much rubbing of them, made them look, as th 
Sir Richard Bulkeley and Mr. Facio ſaith, Haccid and Un- bi 
dulating. Then ſhe went to her Prayers; and accord- 

ing to their way of Praying, or Talking rather, wich In 
God, ſhe makes as if God Almighty ſhould ſay to her, e 
Aye, this is for your Unbelief, Gentlewoman. What if the dis 


7 


Morid won't believe it, therefore you won t. If Ido reſtor N 
you to ſight again, tis more than you deſerve. And after al 
that, Mr. Lacy, ſpeaking ſome things as unlikely to pro- 

ceed from God Almighty as this is, ſtruck his Thumb Vs 
over her Eyes, and in leſs chan an Hour, the Blindneſs, 7 Pe 
Experiments, Prayers, Dialogues, and Cure, were all © 
over, | 1 „„ Ny 

And tho' upon their Publiſhing this Miracle, they were of 
told, that no Sober Chriſtian, or Pious Perſon, could in ® 


common Prudence have any regard to ſuch uſeleſs, pri- 


GD 


Lare, and lirrle Works, upon ſuch a ſuſpicious young 


Woman, of their own Company, and that therefore 
h more ſuch Works would ſignify nothing; yer they can 


i. lay before us no better, nor work Wonders upon any»: 
Body elſe; and therefore their third and taft Miracle is 
r upon the ſame Betty Grey again, and then ſhe pretended to 


d be Choaked: and ſhe was indeed black in the Face, and 


4 
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bloated, and having her Hair looſe about her like a Mad- 


1. woman, did look very oddly : But the ſober Account 
A Zrhar the honeſt Quaker, and Fohn Davis, who were both 
r, preſent, and declared at the time, that they believed it 


u, à Trick, is ſuch as will ſatisfy any impartial Reader. 
What is more common, than for ſtubborn Children to 
e, hold their Breath till they are black in rhe Face? Moſt 


n- 


y Counterfeit Demoniacks have made uſe of this Trick. 


or 4 The Boy of Bilſon could do it when he would; and Mi.. 


1 


ry liam Somors, the famous Impoſtor, that gave the G- 


5 ©”; 
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2 
0 
My 
2 
* © 


= vernment much Trouble at Nottingham, in the latter 


a end of Queen Elizabeth's Reign. He counterfeited a 


95 
Y 


all Poſſeſſion and Cure, till he had brought himſelf into 


1 che Gaol for his Knaveries, and would throw himſelf 


a into his Fits there, till the Gaoler clapp'd a pair of Knip- 


Ire 7 pers to him, and then he roſe up out of his dead Fit, 


„d and owned his Counterfeiting, and acted over all his 


* 
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e; Tricks before Judge Anderſon, and many others after 


36. 
$0 
« 993 
Nu 
75 9 


as that, and would come out of them when rhe SpeCtaro:s 
n- bid him. | 


d. And therefore, I think, need not weary my Reader 


Fo 2 
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or. 
ter! along with them. 


6,08 Perfection than they were in ancient Ages, theſe Exta- 
all tick Actions have not had Credit enough ro ſtew them- 
ſelves in the Church by way of Prophecy, In the Caſes 


ere of Witchcraft and Poſſeſſion, there harh been a great deal 


in of thar kind of Spirit; but in way of Prophecy it hath 
pri- been ſo rare, that ſome Ingenious Men have been ready 
ate, | | C 3 to 


ro And ſince Chriſtianity and good Learning have pre- 
Bed > *79 i . 
bs vail'd, and Laws and Governments have been in greater 


ith in any longer and unneceſſary Remarks upon the mean- 
er, nels of theſe Wonders, but may paſs on to their Aliena- 
rions of Mind, and their A gitations, and thoſe violent 
Motions of Body, that precede their Effuſions, and go 


— 


ſ 
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to queſtion the Relations we have of them, both amongſt 


the Heat hens, and falſe Prophets amongſt the Fews. Bur 


this, and ſome other modern Inſtances, both give Credit 
ro theſe ancient Hiſtories, and ſhew us, That as Human 


Nature is ſtill the ſame, ſo even this Spirit is not remo- 


ved ſo far from us, but that an Enthuſiaſtical Religion, 


and a Credulous Age, might raiſe it again, to the great 
Diſquiet of the World, that is ſubject to Evils of a thou- 
ſand Sorts. „ 785 | 


And Mr. Lacy himſelf, in his Preface to Mr. Marions 
Warnings, p. 20. leads us back ro the very true Springs 
from which whole Streams of this Spirit very plentifully ? 
flowed, For when Mr. Lacy writes not by his Enthuſi- 


aſtick Spirit, but by his own Judgment, he ſhews him- 


ſelf a Perſon of good Senſe and Piety, tho' too deep in- 
gaged in theſe Notions, that are dangerous to moſt, but 
much more to him, whoſe Birth, to my Knowledge, gave 
him a ſtrong Biaſs to theſe kinds of Deluſion: And of 
the ſeveral Precedents that Mr. Lacy gives us, the three |: 
firſt are Heathen Oracles, Heathen Prophets, and Sybills, | 
And it is matter of juſt Wonder, how Mr. Lagy could 
ſee, that this Violent Spirit was the ſame with the Hea- 
then falſe Prophets, and know that it had twice led the 
poor French Proteſtants to their Deſtruction, and hear 
that it ſpeaks here not the peaceable Doctrines of Chriſt; 
but Blood, Tumults, and Overturning of States; and 


yer not know, that if it was any thing more than Hu- 


man, it muſt be Diabolical: For he muſt needs know, 


that thoſe lying Spirits had been the moſt miſchievous | 


Inftruments, thar ever the Devil had made uſe of for 
rhe deceiving the Nations; and their Agitations, as they 
call rhem now, were the Arguments by which they de- 
ceived them, : peers 

But he adds, chat true Prophets, Saul, Balaam, David, 
Feremiah, Exekiel, and Daniel, had them as well as 
rhoſe. That David was ever under ſuch Agitations, I 
no ways believe. The Art and Elegancy of his Divine 
Poems, ſhew that they were compoſed with Care and 
Study, ro which the B'effing of Inſpiration was added, 
as a Reward upon his devour Labours. The ſame muſt 


be ſaid of all rhe more perfect Prophets. Moſes, the 


Authors 


(23 ) 


Authors of Judges and Ruth; Samuel, the Authors of 
Kings, Chronicles and Eſther; Nehemiah, Ezra, Job, Se- 
lomon, Iſaiah, and I think Feremiah ; and moſt, if nor 
all rhe Minor Prophets, wrote in this {ame reaſonable 
way, with the help of Study and Learning, as well 

Inſpiration : And the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of this 
kind of Prophecy above the other, is Viſible in their 
Works to this Day. But ir is true, that Saul, a Man 
full of Rage and Paſſion, had ſuch a ſtrong Operation 
upon him; not as convulſed him, but as conquered his 
untaimed Spirit, and made him put off his Cloaths, tho 
perhaps not all, but only his King y Ornaments, and 
proſtrate himſelf before rhoſe that he came to Appre- 
rb And the Sacred Hittory teaches us, how in the 
after-courſe of his Life, his violent Devotions were ſuc- 


| ceeded by an evil Spirit of Deſpair, Rage and Cruelty, 


and yet with as ſtrong Effects upon his Body accompa- 
nying this (ad State. Balaam is Mr. Lacy's 2d inſtance: 


But he ſhould conſider, that tho' God was pleaſed ro 
cover- rule him at that time, as he may have given many an 


Anſwer by Heathen Oracles; yet Balaam was a Southſayer 
and Mizzard, and practiſed thoſe Divinarions and W itch. 
crafts, for which the Divire Law required, that they 
that were guilty of them ſhould be put to Death. Exe— 


| kiel and Daniel, who propheſied in the time of the Cap- 
tivity, amongſt the Magicians of Babylon, who very likely 
propheſied the ſame way, had ſe me bodily Effects upon 


them, not Hiccoughs and Gulpi:g, bur ſuch, as were 


uſual with Viſions and Frances. But doth Mr. Lacy 


imagine, that their Trances were look'd upon as rhe 
Proof of their Inſpiration 2 Were their bodily Emotions 
the Reaſon why the Church added their Books to the 
Canon of Scripture? No, their bodily Effects were 
common, in a great meaſure, to the faife Prophets; and 
rhe Reaſon why the Church of God received them, when 
it rejected others, was that Divine Power that wear 
along with them, and confirmed their Word, Ic was 
not Daniel's Trembling, but his telling Nebuchadnezzar 
his forgotten Dream, that made them fee that the Spirit 
of the Holy God was in him. And the following Ages 
received increaſe of their Faith, by ſeeing the other Pro- 

5 3§öÜöÜöÜ Phecies 


And fince Mr. Lacy hath himſelf led us to the Heathen | 


EAneas went to inquire his Fortune; and I will quote it 1 
from Mr. Dydens Tranſlation. At her firſt entry into 


WY R 
phecies in their Books fulfilled ; and obſerving the great 
Power they had in promoting true Piety, Sobriery, and 
good Order in the World. 1 | 


Prophets, Oracles and Sybills, amongſt whom this Spirit 
was moſt plentiful, I will add ſome Examples of their 
way of Propheſy ing, that it may be ſeen how likely ir is, 
that both theirs, and ours, do indeed come from the 
CC 25 
Virgil, in the 6th Book of his Zneads, makes a very, | 
particular Deſcriprion of a Propheteſs at Delphos, of whom 


: 


the Temple ſhe ſpeaks as follows. 


He comes, behold the God ! This while ſhe ſaid, 
And ſhivering, at the ſacred Entry ſtaid; 
Her Colour chang'd, her Face was nor the ſame, 
Ard hollow Groans from her deep Spirit came; 7 
Her Hair ſtood up: Convulſive Rage poſſeſs d | 
Her trembling Limbs, and heav'd her lab'ring Breaſt? 7 
Greater than Human kind ſhe ſeem'd to lock, 9 
And with an Accent, more than Mortal, ſpoke; 
Her ſtaring Eyes with ſpark ing Fury rowl, 
When all the God came ruſhing on her Soul. 
Swiftly ſhe rurn'd, and foaming as ſhe ſpoke, 
Why this delay, ſhe cry'd > The Powers invoke : 
Tay Prayers alone can open this Abode, 
Elſe vain are my Demands, and dumb rhe Gad. 


As ſoon as Æneas had made his Prayer, the Deſcrip- 
tion gc es on with her Character. 15 „ 
Strugling in vain, impatient of her load, 
And lab'ring underneath the pond'rous God, 
The more the ſtrove to ſhake him from her Breaſt, 
With more and far ſuperior force he preſs'd ; 
Commands his Entrance, and without Controul, 
Ulurys her Organs, and inſpires her Soul, 
Now with a furious Blaſt rhe Hundred Doors 
Ope of themſelves : A ruſhing Whirlwind roars 
Wirhia the Cave, ang Hil Voice reſtores, 


One 


| 4 * 4 \ | 
t One muſt have thought rhis had been meer Poetry, if 
d ſuch Examples in our own times had not given us Regs 
ſon to believe, that the Effuſions of their Entfiuſũiaſts, 
together with che Arts whereby they raiſed and manag'd 
it J them, made che Appearance of them very like che De, 
ir ſcriprion. TTT 
s, 8 The Prieſts, Worſtitppers of Bacchus, that added the 
e Fumes of New Wine to. their Natural Enthuſiaſins, roſe 
| higher than any other in theſe Frantick Devotions, , Eu- 
y. vipides, who was one of the Wiſeſt and Graveſt of the 
| eathen Poets, deſcribes the manner of their Feaſts of 
it Bacchus, and the Miracles that were the Foundation of 
o them, with ſo much Advantage, and ſuch forcible Re- 
* commendarions, that I cannot think, but that at that 
time he muſt have taken their Worſhip. for an Act of 
rrue Piery, For, till Time and A N and our 
Holy Chriſtian Religion, ſhewed the World their Delu- 
ſion, even wiſe Men were not able to ſee through thoſe 
= Appearances there were of Iaſpiration; and therefore 
they pain'd Ground, till they became the Religion of, 
fthoſe Times. In his Baccha he deſcribes their graveſt 
= Women, Young and Old, Married and Unmarried, 
leaving their Houſes in the Night- time, and dancing up- 
on the tops of Snowy Hills, with their Hair about their 
Shoulders, Garlands upon their Heads, and Staves ty'd 
round, with Leaves in their Hands, and an antick Dreſs 
of Skins, not ſewed, but rwiſted about them. They be- 
lieved, they ſaw Bacchus himſelf leading up their Dances. 
When one of them howled our a Song ro him, under 
the Name of Bromius, all the reſt filled the Woods and 
Vales with their ſhrill Voices. In that Alienation of 
Mind that they were ſometimes in, they fancied they 
pulled up Trees, and that Old Women ran like Hinds. 
They fancied they play'd with Tygers and >erpents : And 
young Women that left their Su king Children at home, 
believed they ſuckled Wolves and young Lions unhurt. 
They flew like Enemies upon a Village near their conſe- 
crated Hill; and when the Inhabitants came our to op,ole 
| them, their Spears of Iron would nor enter the Skins of 
8 theſe Baeche; but on the contrary, their Foy-ſtaves killed 
many of their Enemies, and drove away the reſt before 
JJV I know 


(26) 
I know not where I can find in Hiſtory a fitter Pa- 
rallel, or Comment, upon this, than we have in Durand 
Faze's Declaration in the Cry from the Deſart, p. 70, He 
is one of our prerended Prophets here in London, and 
faith there, When the Caſe was to be engaged in Battle, 
J tare ſay for my ſelf,” if the Spirit had ſtrengthened me 
with theſe good Mor ds, Fear nothing, my Child, I will pre- 
ſerve and ſtand by thee, I ruſhed into the midſt of the Ene- 
my, as if their Hands had been Paper, and I were ſhelter'd 
in Steel. By the encouragement 7 ſuch happy Words, from 


the Spirit of God, our Boys of twelve Tears old laid about 
them on the right and left, like Valiant Men. Thoſe who 


bad neither Sword nor Gun, did Wonders with a Club, 
Pitchf'r, or Sling. The Showers of Musket-balls whiſtled 
in our Ea s, went through our Hats, and Sleeves, without 


Terror. F the Spirit had ſaid, Fear not; a ſhower of 


Bullets was but as one of common Hail.--- 1 make no doubr, 
bur that both thoſe Bacchanals, and theſe Camiſars, did 
more in their Frantick Fits, than they would or could 
have done without them: Bur it is nororious, that the 
1 Bulk of their pretended Facts were Deluſion, like 
itches Feafts and Journies ; and the ſeveral Ends of 
them ſhew'd us what bad ways they were that they went 
in. The End of thoſe Bacchanals was, That Time and 
Chriitianity mide their Deluſions fall with Shame. The 


End of the Camizars was, That they were beaten, till 


they thought it P eſumption to tempt God farther : And 
tho* our pretended Prophets are not come to their laſt 
End, yet they are got as far towards it as the Pillory: 
And if they continue their Folly, they may juſtly fear, 
that the farther Conſequences wi be anſwerable to their 
own very unwile, if not wicked Premiſſes. 

And before I leave this point, I know ir would be 
acceptable ro moſt Readers, if I could diftinguiſh more 
particularly, how much of the Agitations of theſe pre- 
tended Prophets is owing to Knavery, how much to 
Credulity, how much to Natural Enthuſiaſm, and how 


much to a Diabolical Spirit ſpeaking in them. Bur as 


that is not much material, I think it is better not to be 


too particular. For if in Compliment to that great | 
Learning, that is ſaid to be in ſome of them, I ſhould 


attribute 
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attribute to the Cunning of any of them, chat which 
after all their Pretences may be owing ro their Folly, 
thoſe that are indeed deceived, would make ule of my 
miſtake for hardening themſelves in their wrong way, 
And therefore having already given ſuch plain Signs of 
Diſhoneſty of ſome of them, as ariſe from the particular 
Facts and Characters as I paſs'd, I ſhall leave the reſt 
to divide the ſeveral Shares of Knavery, or Credulity, 
amongſt themſelves: Only this I will ſay, Thar as fag 
as Mr. Daude, Facio, Marion, and Portales, are guilty even 
of any unfair Management, they are juſtly to be hated by 
all good Men; becauſe they have atteſted their ſeveral 
Parts with a Solemn Oath of their own Sincerity. Ler | 
thoſe that are pleaſed, and encourage this as a Plot, con- 
ſider that they laid their Foundation upon a Sacred Oarh, 
that it was no Pior ; and let them draw then what Ad- 
vantage they can from it. But it will be time enough to 


conſider this, when it is ſeen, how they behave themſelves 


when their Farce is over: And in the mean time, as it 
is not to be doubted, but that ſome are indeed deluded, 
and believe themſelves inſpired: I will add, that their 
Deluſion ariſes partly from not knowing the Secret, and 
(as I may truly call them) the Occult Qualities of their 


cov Souls and Bodies; and partly from a miſchievous 


: 5 ; 
” 


Art, that they are taught under the ſpecious Name of pre- 
vious Adaptations, whereby they muſt prepare themſelves 
for rhe Prophetick Viſion. : 
Thoſe two Heads, with proper Illuſtrations and Ex- 
amples, would deſerve a Book, rather than theſe ſhort 
Hints that I ſhall give them. But concerning the Firſt, All 
the World knows, that the ſecret Powers of the Soul are 
wonderful. Irs Diſeaſes, Enthufiaſms, Extaſies, and Di- 
ſtractions, are as ſtrange in their Kind, as the deepeſt 
Penetrations of the greateſt Minds. When its Strings 
are ſtretched too far, either by much Study, vehe- 
ment Devotion, myſtical Divinity, or the ſuppoſed pre- 
ſence of an inviſible Being, and irs Tongue is ler looſe 
to ſpeak its own Thoughts, it will ſurprize both it ſelf 
and Hearers, with its own Flights, Prayers, Prophecies, 

or Exhorrarions ; and as paſſion ſeldom wants Words, 
it will have great readineſs of Expreſſion withour gr 
| ur 
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Bur whether it remembers, or remembers not whar it 
{peaks, we have as much Reaſon, for the moſt part, to 
believe irs Effuſions to proceed from its ſelf, as its Ra- 
vings in a Fever, or the Scenes it will lay in Dreams. 


But however Natural theſe things are, the Perſons are 


apt, and very willing to believe them Inſpirations, eſpe- 


cially when they happen to them after Prayers, in which 
they believe themſelves Sincere and Pious, Now when 


ſuch Perſons fall into cunning Mens Hands, they manage 


them by ſpeaking often before them, ſuch things as they 
deſire they ſhould ſay in their Fits, and help them our 
afterward, by interpreting their Effuſions to their own 


Mind. Befides this, they often make uſe of intoxicating 


Liquors, or Fumigations, to raiſe their Minds at parti- 
cular times. And Pliny, in his Natural Hiſtory, tells us 
one Herb, that was famous amongſt them for that pur- 

By F 5 10; | Wa 

What I ſhall ſay of the Second Head, ( viz.) Their 
own voluntary previous Adaptations, or Adornations that 
they give themſelves, I ſhall ground upon the fore. men- 
tioned Qu-tation that Mr. Lacy makes out of the Appa- 
ratus in Librum Sohar---Every Prophet, ſaith he, before the 
uttering of his Prophecy, muſt be prepared and adorned : 


Which previous Adaptation they either give to themſelves, 7 
or the Angel of God performs it in them---wherefore in the | 
time of their Propheſying, their Bodies did tremble, until 
their Minds were inlightened ; and then it was that they 
were made fit for the Prophetich Viſion.--- To this Quota- 


tion Mr. Lacy adds of his own, — That Adaptation, or 
Preparation, which they give to themſelves, conſiſts in an 
Earneſt Deſire, in Prayers, and applying to God, and ſome- 


times in Faſting, This both unriddies the Myſtery of 


their Propheſying, and ſhews how juſtly God may ſuffer 
them to be deceived, even by Evil Spirits, as far as it 
may be thought that they have a Share in ir, For ob- 
ſerve Mr. Lacy's own Comment; The Preparation for 
Prophecy, is an Earneſt Deſire, and an Earneſt Prayer 
for it: But by what Authority of Scripture, or Reaſon, 
doth any Man now preſume to Pray, or even Deſire, 
ro be made a Propher in our Age, when we have neither 
Promiſe, nor want of Prophets, and when God hath 
| = \ been 
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been pleaſed to preſerve his Church fo long without 
them? Why ſhould they not be ſatisfied with a common 
Lot of Human Nature, and ſuch Proportions of Faith, 
and Knowledge, and Ignorance alſo, as other good Men, 
in Submiſſion 1d God's Will, are patient under? Why 
do they affect a higher State, and covet to be Pro- 
phets, and pray. earneſtly for Supernatural, Gifts, and 
immediate Anſwers to their Prayers? When Boys and 
Girls come out of the Taverns inf Play-houſes, and want 
greatly ro be. Catechized, and taught the firſt Principles 
of Religion: By what diabolical Pride do they teach 
them to ſer their Hearts upon a deſire of Prophecy, 
before they have learn'd Virtue And pray vebe- 
mently, that they may be made Teachers, before 
they have been Learners? And ir is obſervable, thar 
they make their very vehement, but very finful Pray. 
ers, and thar ftirring up their Strength which they are 


. 


taught ro add to them, the very Inſtrument of Me 


Deluſion: For a vehement Prayer, with Extenſion o 


Voice, doth naturally warm their Heads, and caufe hea- 
ving of rheir. Breaſts, and alteration of their way of 
Breathing : And it will cauſe rhoſe Effects ſtronger ſtill, 
when they are taught to pray vehemently, though they 


| ; ſpeak nothing ; for then all rhe Prayer is Sighing, and 
: Groaning, and Breathing quick. Then, when theſe 
Prayers are for the Gift of Prophecy, they are taught, 


that thoſe bodily Effects are the firſt Approaches of the 
Spirit, and they muſt be ſure not to ſtifle or ſuppreſs its 
. Motions, bur ſtir up all their Strength to help them for- 
ward; for Prophets, they ſay, give themſelves the pre- 
vious Adaptations, that go before the Prophetick Viſion. 
And as this contains the greateſt part of their Prophetick 
Art, the poor deluded Boys advance in it the faſter, be- 
cauſe at firſt they may nor do it in Knavery, bur an ig- 
norant kind of Sincerity, and ftrong Deſire after that 
which is not lawful for the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian upon Earth 
to pray for, I will not be more particular: We ſee by 
this, that their Spirit begins in Diabolical Pride; and 
Spiritual Drunkenneſs and Deluſion dorh as naturally 
follow ſuch ſinful Prayers and Preparations, as common 
Drunkenneſs follows Exceſs of Wine, | Eat ; a 
TY 
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And having now examined their Miracles; and found 
none that are worthy of a wiſe Man's regard; I will 
conſider, whether their DoRrines, or Warnings, as they 
call them, have any ſuch Advantages, that their own 
Excellency may tecommend theſe Prophets, tho! they 
Want the uſual Credentials. ' 2 I 7 


” 


Two, Things Mr. Lacy ſaith of them: That they tend 


1 
1 . ” 


Dr ITE, 7 
Scriptures. 


to Skn@ification 3 and that they agree with the Holy 


| Thar they do, in general terms, call for Sandtification; 
and bid Men Repent and be Good, is not to be deny'd: 
Bur then ir muſt be conſidered, that ſince our Bleſſed Sa. 


viour hath grounded a Noble, Rational and Divine Mo- 


rality upon ſo ſtrong a Foundation, as it is laid in our 
Holy Religion, all Pretenders have made high Boaſts of 
this Sort. Mr. Lacy cannot name one falſe Prophet, who 
hath not magnified himſelf, and condemned the reſt 


* 


of the World upon this : ſcore. But what Opinion 


muſt we have of their Holineſs, and thoſe prudenr 
Guards that ſhould preſerve it, when in the 28th page 
of Mr. Lacy's 2d Part of Warnings, we find him, who 
is the Pattern of the reſt, acting over the Canticles, with 
a young Girl of Sixteen in his Arms, and theſe Words in 
his Mouth ? Everlaſting Eſpouſals betwiæt me and my Be- 
loved, &c. I have. ſought thee, ch my Love, &c. I wil 
kiſs thee with the Kiſſes of my Mouth, my Beloved. They 
ſhall lye within my Arms, every Night, every Day, &c. and 
as I delight my ſelf over thee, ſo ſhall thy panting Hearts 
always breath and riſe with Tenderneſi, and expel it ſelf 
with Tranſport to diſcern, to value, to eſteem, to delight 
in my ſweet Embraces and Viſits, various, various every 
Day, Suppoſe now that a Sober Man ſhould be ſo un- 
fortunare, as to have his Wife or Daughter frighred by 
their Threatnings, or enſnared by their P:erences of Ho- 
lineſs, and carried to their ſecret Meetings, and more 

rivate Converſations z What poſſible means could he 


have to ſecure her Fame and Virtue? For, allowing that 
Mr. Lachs Virtue ſhould ſecure him; how can he be 


ſure rhar others will be Innocent? For there are Young 


Prophets amongſt them as well as Old, of ſuch Lives and 


Characters as we have heard; and they haye as much 
N JJ 
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Right ro Exemplify the Myſtery of Spiritual Marriage 
as Mr. Lacy; and when they are acting over the Canti- 
cles, and adding Enibraces to the iendereſt Expreſſions, 
as Mr. Lacy hath ſhewh them an Example, who can be 
ſore that Evil will nor come? Bur I will not enlarge 
upon this: It is uneaſy to ſpeak it; and I hope it is the 
firſt rime that ever ſuch a thing was done in any Reli- 
om Mecting whatever. And as its own Danger and 
Indecency ought ro give all Sober Perſons a great Diſ- 

leaſute at them, for the Diſhonour they have done Re- 


igion, I will only add, Thar the Expreſſions of the Holy 


A. 


Scriptures, uſed with that Gravity with which the 


wete ſpoken, and kept in Metaphor as they were fi 
written, are no ways Indecent, but very Inſtrudtive ; 
but acting them over in a Religious Aſſembly, with a 
Girl in his Arms, is ridiculing both Scripture and Reli- 
gion; and if Evil does not come of it, I think, it may 
be aid, it is almoſt the. firſt time that ſuch Enthuſiaſts 
„ p anos Ela foo 
Bur then Mr. Lacy urges it much and often, Thar 
in their Doctrines they have nothing contrary to Scrip- 
ture. And excepting their Fundamental Error, That 
they are to be Ning, and Prophets, and that we are to 


be killed and deftroyed, even tho we be Good, if we 


do not allo believe in them; I know not whether they 
have many falſe Doctrines; for they have hardly 351 
Doctrines at all, or any Rational Argument ſoberly diſ- 
cuſſed, either in Divinity or Morality. Mr. Marion's 
firſt Warnings are like the incoherent Ravings of Olivers 
Porter, rather than the Diſcourtes of a S, ber Man: And 
his Threatnings of the French King are as fooliſh, as if 
he was ſent on purpoſe to ridicule our War with him, 
as if our Hopes of bringing him to a juſt Peace, were 
as groundleſs as the filthy Dreams of theſe pretended 
Prophets. And for Mr. Lacy, when he falls into a way 
of Praying, or is upon any common Topick that he hath 
deen uſed to, he ſpeaks with ſuch a kind of Readineſs 


and Fluency as they do, who indulge themſelves in thoſe 


exrempory Familiarities with God Almighty, that we 
dare not make uſe of: But when he is our of thoſe bea- 
ten Paths, he is flat and indecent, ſometimes ridiculous, 


ang 
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and. fomerinies eben blaſpbemous; 1 cannar Cay, Lhavs 
had parience to read over all his Books, though I have 
drawn up theſe few Obſervations; but ſuch ſcattered 


Flowers as theſe lie diſpers d in thoſe go that I have 


run over: Fiddle, Faddle,.. Tom Fools 
Jumble, Block head, Poltroon, Scaundrel, Butcher, wretched 
Scoundrels, Vile All-be-naughts, Lindſe-wolſey fluff, no 


Paradiſe, Humble 


- 


 Quidlibets,. Quodlibets, Gentlemen, In the 127th page of 


his Second Part, ſpeaking of ſomething, that we were 10 
learn, he makes as if God ſhopld;ſay, ---I'l cram it down 


37; ths was # bat M £20305 59043 -SICht BB | 4 1 
Jour Throats, and follow you with it, into Hel, F you won't 


know it ſooner, But 1 will give But one Inſtance more 
at large, tho' I might as eaſily giye, a hindred : It is in 
the 12 ift page of his Second Part; there f peaking, jn the 
Sacred Name of the Almighty, he brings him in pro- 
miſing Mr. Lacy an extraordinary way. of Interpretin 

Scripture, and faith he, Well, one way. thou ſhalt ex- 
r LS TION WE ; 4 8 
plain the Scripture js, what none here do think of : Pray ack 


them. © Mr. Facio, which way do you think T ſhall be able 


e eee 7 By whe, ws, Ms FRE, 
"Then he ask'd Sir K. B, and ere one in the Company 


by Name, their Opinion; and every ane gave in their 


own Anſwer ſeverally,: After which, he himſelf anſwer- | 


ed, Why, it ſhall, be by ftiriking your Diſputers, Block- 
heads ; making them to be they don't know. where: That 


ſhall be à great advantage againſt my Diſputers; I'll con» 
Found them, Well, thou ſhalt carry an Engliſh Bible and 

no more: Have that with thee, and thou ſhalt be directed 
by the caſual opening of the Book, or by expreſs Intimation 


of the place, and thou. ſhalt need no other. Thou ſhalt ſo 


explain it, that all their Fiddle Faddle Comments, and a 
' Beadrol of Doctors that know nothing of me, tho they know 


a few Books and Letters jumbled together, ſhall not be able 


to anſwer. - There is no doubt ro be made, but that 
God Almighty condeſcends greatly to the weakneſs of 


Man, and makes little account of fine Language; but 
yet the rejecting, at firſt ſight, ſuch things as theſe from 
being ſpoken by God, or any Angel in his Name, is a 
Debt we owe to the Honour of God and Religion: And 


no Man, who hath preſeryed in his Mind any tolerable 


degree 


1 
; 


Fit, The Behaviour in their Inſpiratio 


(33) 
degree of that awful Senſe and Venetation, that we 
ought to preſerve of the Divine Majefty, can ſuffer him- 
ſelf ro make any doubt, whether God Almighty would 
hold ſuch mean Dialogues, and give ſuch wrong and very 
trifling Anſwers. | LEE Thr i 


And now having examined theſe Prerenders by rhe 


Marks of true Prophets, and found them wanting in 
every particular; I will confidet {ome of the Tokens of 
falſe Prophets, and ſee how plain and broad the Marks 
of that Leproſy are upon them. 1 og 
| ns, 1s not like 
that of Men moved by the Holy Ghoſt: Whiſtling, 


\ 


Singing, Drumming, and Lau hing, in the _ of 
1gns of Madneſs or 


their Diſcourſes. Theſe are uſual 
Poſſeſſion ; but no ways agreeable: ro Divine Inſpiration. 


Secondly, Then their Prayers and Doctrines concerns 


ing them, are an Offence to any Sober Perſon that reads 
them. They bring in God Almighty ſurrendring himſelf 
to them, promiſing that their Prayers ſhall be Com- 
mands, and that they ſhall force God to anſwer them. 
I never read any thing that came near them, except in 
Hacket, that was hang'd for Blaſphemy and Seditious 
Prophecies in Queen Elizabeth's Reign. He would ſay, 
Lord, according to thy Promiſe, Thou haſt Power, and I have 


Faith, therefore it ſhall come to paſs, Vid. Conſpiracy for, 
& pretended Reformation, p. 9. on . 


Thirdiy, Notwithſtanding what Mr. Lacy faith of their 


| ; . 5 . . o 
Agreement with the Scriptures, their Warnings do con- 


tain many things contrary to the Holy Scriprures, They 


aimed indeed ro keep themſelves within the commorr 
received Doctrines; but as there is much Folly, where 
there are many Words; ſo they have advanced many 
Doctrines contrary to rhe Scriptures, and ſome very dan- 
gerous and deſtructive. Ir is againſt the true Interpre- 
tation of Seripture, that tho our Saviour hath changed 
the Spirit of the Law, for a Spirit of Meekneſs and 
Charity, they ſnould receive the old Spirit of Blood, and 
of calling Fire from Heaven, and expreſly makes the 
bythe n g Levites 
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Levites killing their Brethren an Example to us. If their 
bloody Doctrines in this matter were to be generally re- 
ceived, it had been better for us, that they had revived 
all the Sacrifices and Rites of the Temple. 

And as their Doctrines and Exhortations in this point 
are ſo very bad, that rhey ought not to be paſt over 
with ſuch a ſhort hint, I will add ſome of their Warning: 
for Samples. Mz--n, at his firſt coming over, could 
ſpeak of little elſe bur theſe Fighting Doctrines. Saith 
he in the 5th page, Oh what overturning of States-- My 
Children ſhall have the Dominion-- How great Victories 
are near to be attained? p. 2. Oh what pity, will the World 
cry, that a People ſhould be thus deſtroyed ? Þ. 49. His 
Standards are about to appear. His Exploits are ready to 
ſhine forth over all the Earth. Rejoice, my Children, ſince 
ye are liſted with him. : het your Swords; put all to the 


Sword; Sacrifice all that ſhall come in your way to the 


Math ef the Lamb, who is ready to come. P. 149. Strike 
with both your Hands, my Children : Strike ſo that all the 
Earth may ſee it; Spare not, I tell you: Do the A. 
that I command you. Strike, ſtrike, and let the Blows be 
ſeen. The great ſtrain of their Prophecies are, Tri- 


umphs and Victories, mingled with Maſſacres, Car- 


nage, Blood running down the Streets, and mighty De- 
ſtructions. | | 


And theſe are not to be thought only Tropes and Fi- 
gures: For though in ſome places they throw in ſome 
metaphorical Explications for Salvo; yer they add Cir- 
cumſtances enough to fix a literal Senſe, if ever their 


Numbers or Opportunities give them the Occaſion. In 


the 98th page of the Cry from the Deſart, we find, that 
they literally burnt ſeveral Churches in Fance; and they | 
ſay, they did not ſave ſo much as the Gold and Silver, 
becauſe they were devoted to Deſtruction, like che Goods 


of the old Canaanites. And here Mr. Lacy preaching that 


ſame Doctrine in the midſt of London; for Proteſtant or 

Papiſt, French or Engliſh, are much at one to them: 
They are above theſe Diſtinctions. July 23. ſaith he 
In his Exraſy ; Ah my Child! Thou wilt need that I even 


Reel thy Heart, to ſee the Deſolations of thoſe (whom thy 


Authority: ſpall ſtrike dead.) Thy Prayer to me is @ Com. 


mand, 
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mand. Thy Word, when I ſee fit to ſtrike with immediate 
Death, thy Word ſhall be the Call to me: Therefore don't 
ſpare nor pity. Was it not my Command, that my ancient 
Iſrael ſhould not ſpare the Canaanites? Did not I com- 
mand the Levites to execute my Fuſtice upon their own 
Kindred ? That Command 7225 every one of my Children, 


whom T give the Power of Life and Death to. Do you think 


or their Relations lying under my avenging, eternal Wrath d 


Saints above) where they fing my Praiſes for the Vengeance 
IT am taking now upon the Earth, : 

In his Warning on the 28th of July, he acted all the 
Parts of an Officer Liſting, and animating Soldiers, and 
teaching them to draw their Swords, ſhoot their Guns, 


and puſh their Pikes : And in the midſt of his Warlike 


Spirit he calls, · Du that are ready, come; let us march, 


uch as we are, The Loiterers ſhall have none of the Prize, 


Sound the Trumpet. Sword in hand. Advance. Diſcharge. 
See, ſee, what a great General with a ſmall poor incomplete 
Army can do. The firſt diſcharge of the Artillery hath dri- 
ven them away. Ay, when the Enemy flies, you falſe 


Friends, you come in Free-booters to plunder. Tes, you 


would have no hand in the Difficulty. You wait to ſee 
God's Judgments upon the Wicked, ami hope to ſave your 


own Bacon time enough. Aye, but Runaways, loitering 

Soldiers, deſerve to be caſhired. This is the Repreſentation 
of the Caſe of my tardy People; They obſerve no Call, no 
Order of the General. They are deſirous to out-ſtay the 


difficulty of the Conflict, before they will own to be in my 


= Myſter-Roll, &c. Upon the 23d of Auguſt, faith he, "will 
© grievouſly trouble them to ſee, that I make uſe of Man's 
Hand in ſtriking. And in the ſame Page, What was the 
Separation of Levi built upon, but a Teal expreſt by As 
ef Terror? 3 


know not what judgment others may make of theſe 
Doctrines. Some may perhaps think that Multitudes 
of Men are ſuch ſtaunch Bodies, that ſuch Doctrines 
may be preacht, and ſuch Experiments tried upon them 


withour Danger: Bur for my part, I think, chat as theſe 


Doctrines are contrary to che CE of our l 
N 2 and 


the Bleſſed Spirits, the Saints in Heaven, have any concern 


Ye muſt prepare your Souls, for (the ſame frame with the 
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( 36.) 
and the Law of Juſtice, ſo they are very dangerous and 
iplüfferable. PO N 
Then their frequent undervaluing of Learning in ge- 
neral,.15 contrary to the Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures. 
Moſes 1s commended for his Learning; and it was an 
excellent Preparation for his Inſpirations. Moſt of the 
Prophets were learned Men. St. Paul's Learning made 
him more Serviceable in the Church than the other Apo- 
ſt!es. For Philoſophical Learning is the Knowledge of 
God's Works of Nature, and Hiſtorical is the Know- 


ledge of his Works of Providence. And if theſe Peo- 
ple had had a little more of this Learning than they 
have, they would have known, that ſuch Enthuſiaſts | 
and falſe Prophets have been common things in the | 
World, and have always brought Shame and Miſery | 
upon themlelyes, and thoſe that were deceived by them. 


; Then, Laſtly, Their Promiſes and Predictions have 


fail'd moſt lamenrably ; I will mention bur few of theſe, | 
becauſe others have collected them particularly. Upon 
the 5th of Auguſt Mr. Lacy promiſed to ſtand the Trial 


of Fire : Bur he never bates upon that ſtring more, 
Mr. Marion and Mr. Lacy both 


lo vers ſhould be aſhamed, _ 


But I ſhall cloſe their Predictions with that famous 
on from Birmingham ; for I count that among theirs, i 
ene eee ²˙ Be To oo. 50 


\ ralked of ſpeedy Commo- 
tions, Tumults, and great Havock, London ſhould be 
burnt in three Weeks. The Tower-Guns ſhould roar by % 
tat day ſevennight. And great Plagues were juſt at the 
point. And when they found nothing follow their words, 
neither within the times, nor after them; according to 
that blaſphemous familiarity with which they uſe that 
Sacred Being that we ought to keep in Reverence, they 
bri:g in Gcd Almighty ſaying, I have not yet given | 
Key of time in this Revelation. See Mr. Laoy's Second 
Part, p. 172. Now, if this had been ſpoken before the 
expiration of the times, it had been very fooliſh, conſi- 
deiing that the times were ſpoken of in the common 
vu gar Expreſſions, without any mark of a myſterious 
Se le; bur to ſpeak after the terms ſer were paſt, is ſo 
trifling, that one would think the meaneſt of their - Fol- 
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tho' it was as far from them as Warwickſhire, It was 
by ſome of their Gang who had ſpread their Infection 


ſo far. They were encouraged in their way by Mr. La- 
cy's Letter: And under the Lame kind of Agitations thar 
they had at London, they propheſied, That Stephen Haves. 
Foot, one of their own Company, 


having a Brother, and fome Friends, that got him from 


amongſt them by a Warrant and Conftable, and kept 


him from them by force, till rhe time was over; he H 
ved and did well, and for the good of others hach cer- 
tified, in the publick News, that he is alive, notwich- 
ſtanding the Predictions of his Death. Tho he adds 


very honeſtly, That he verily believes he ſhould have 


died, if his Friends had not kindly preſerved him. 
Now it is aſtoniſhing to think, that notwithſtanding 


this, and many more fuch Falſifications as might over-- 


whelm them with Shame, they can put on a grave face 
again, go on in their way as if nothing had happened; 
bid us look for new Days, and wait for Emes's Reſurre- 
ion upon the 25th of May. And ſome can be patient 


ro walt till then, and fancy, that tho all others have 


failed, perhaps that may not: And for my part, I be- 


lieve the Managers of them are not without hope, that 
they may carry their Enthuſiaſts over that time: For 
they have fore - laid as many jeſuitical, crafty Preparati- 
„ons for a Trick, as one ſhail readily meer with in the 
> deepeſt Plot. That Men may not be too much ſurpriz d 
if they find it fo, I will add the ſhort Story of Sifelius, 
Jas we have it in M. Caſaubon's Preface ro Dr, Dee's Re- 
lation. Saith he there: | 


In the Days of Martin Luther there lived one Michael 


Stifelius, who applying to himſelf ſome place of the Apoca- 


lypſe, took upon him to Propheſy. He had foretold, that 
in the Tear 1533, before the 29th of September, the End 


| of the World, and Chriſt's coming to Fudgment, would be, 
3 He ſhewed ſo much Confidence, that ſome write, that Lu- 
cher himſelf was ſomewhat ſtartled at firſt, But that Day 


Laſt, he came a ſecond time to Luther with new Calcuia- 


tions; the effect of which was, to demonſtrate that the 


Ind of the World would be in October following. But 


D 3 e 


ſhould" die the 3d of\, 
February, and riſe again the 20th. But the good Man 
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Tn. 
now Luther thought be had had tryal enough, and gave 
ſo little Credit to him, that tho he loved the Man, he 
filenced him for a time; which our Apocalyptical Man took 
ill at his hands, and wondered much at his incredulity. 
But that Month over, our Prophet, who had made no little 


tir in the Country by bis Propheſying, was caſt into Priſon 


for his Obſtinacy, After a while Luther viſited him, 
thinking by that time to find him of another mind : But 
fo far was he from acknowledging his Error, that he downs 
right railed at Luther for giving good Counſel : And ſome 


80 Tears) he never recanted. | 


write, that to his dying Day ( having lived to the Age of | 


In reckoning up the Signs of their being falſe Pro- | 
phets, I did not mention their continual Railing againſt | 


us Minifters : For tho ſuch ſpeaking againſt our Order 


ir ſelf, without due regard to our Saviour's Inſtitution, 


and without conſidering, that the promoting Truth, | 


wharſoever the Truth may happen to be, hath as much 
need of the benefit that ariſes o_ Order and Govern- 
ment, as any other, Work of Mankind : Yet I will nor 
count their hard Speeches againſt us as a cettain mark 
of falſe Prophets, becauſe it is very certain, that our 
Teaching is with great Imperfection; and I doubt, a 
great many of our Lives are as far below the high and 
ſublime Rules, that we ſhould act by, as the Lives of 
other Ranks of Men are below the Virtues of their 
Stations: And therefore whenever God Almighty ſhall 
raiſe up any extraordinary Teacher, in probability his 
Reproofs may begin with what is amiſs in us: And as 
both Miniſters and People ſhould take every occafion 
of encreaſing their Care and Examinations of them- 
ſe'ves, it is to be wiſhed, that even by theſe falſe Alarms 
we may be admoniſhed to be always in preparation, 
both for the awful coming of our Saviour, whenever 


it ſhall be, and for our own Deaths, and for all the | 
Divine Providences of God in the World, whereby he | 
makes his Judgments ro ariſe every Morning: Bur ar | 
the ſame time that we endeavour to learn this, it is not 


improper to add, that the extravagant, but very dan- 


the 
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gerous Doctrines of ſuch Enthuſiaſtical Men, are one of | 


* 
the plaineſt Arguments to convince our Enemies, that 
a ſettled Order of Teachers, furniſned with Learning 
and ſuch degrees of Knowledge as we can attain to, 
will be always neceſſary for the inſtructing of every ri- 
ſing Generation, in ſober Noxions of true Piety, Virtue, 
ard humble Submiſſion to Government. It is ſaid, 
that many Atheiſtical Men are much plcaſed when they 
hear theſe People rail againſt our Order. It is thought, 
that they ſupply them with Money, and manage them 
on purpoſe, that they may play them againſt us, in re- 
venge for the diſturbance we give them in their Immo- 


ralities and wicked Actions: If it be true that they do 


ſo, they ſhew nor much mote Wiſdom and judgment 
in this, than they do in their vicious Actions; for the 
extravagance of theſe Mens Notions ſhe tous the abſolute 
Neceſſity of having ſober Teachers to inſtruct Mankind, 
For as the dumb Creatures live by their Inſtincts, Men 
live by their Principles; and by theſe ir is ſeen what 
pernicious Principles they take up, when they are nor 
taught better. Their Doctrines are bloody and violent, 
and for overturning States. Their moſt extravagant Ra- 
vings ſhall be received as dictates of the Divine Spirit, 
and therefore not to be judged by Human Rea ſon. Men 
that are naturally of ſweet Tempers, ſhall be carried off 
from their own Diſpoſitions, till they are the forwardeſt 
in Maſſacres and Rebellions. Men ſober and picus, 
ſuch as I willingly acknowledge Mr. Lacy to be in his 
Prefaces, ſhail be made ſpeak as extravagantly and dange- 
roufly, as ir is manifeſt he doth under his Agitations; and 
the more ſincere he is, with the more violence he muſt 
act what he ſpeaks ſo bloodily. When they have railed 
againſt us Miniſters, till they have the Rabble about 
them, then the levelling Principle is always taken up, 
and from preaching againſt rhe Prieſts, they turn their 


Doctrines againſt the Rich. 5 


When Adam delv'd, and Eve Span, 
W here was then the Gentleman ? 


And ſuch Doctrines are received with little Exami- 
nation, when they lead them on to Plunder and Revenge 
D 4 upon 
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(4) : 
upon thoſe they have no good Will to. Now, ſince 
wile Men know from all paſt Hiſtory, that ſuch a courſe 
js as natural ro ſuch Enthuſiaſts, as it is for Rivers ro 
make their courſe downwards, it is manifeſt, that it 
muſt always be neceſſary, that there ſhould be a ſettled 
Order of Men, to inſtruct Mankind in true, and pious, 
and ſober Notions, on purpoſe to prevent ſuck dangerous 
Extravagancies: And therefore J am in no pain for fear 
of their hurting our Order. If. it pleaſe God that rhey 
be but kept from Tumults, as I doubt not but our Vi- 
gilant and Wiſe Government will take care of that, their 
Doctrines will no more pull us down, than they will 
bring the French King to the Pillory; for that is one of 
Mr. Lacy's Prophecies, Part the Second, p. 42. and I 
will quote the Paſſage ar large, chat by this, as well as 
that I mentioned before, it may be ſeen how much they 
diſganour God, who ſuppoſe him the Author of theſe 
Mens Effuſions; ſaith he in the Name of God to the 
French King : I will make thee know, that it is not the 
Duke of Marlborough, tis not Prince Eugene, who is to 
make thee tremble; tis I my ſelf from above, oh thou Ty- 
raut, Thou ſhalt think Hell is more favourable than thine 
own Palace will be to thee, Lewis, Lewis the Great ! 
There ſoall remain none of bis inſolent Inſcriptions in France, 


For | thou art unworthy. Satan, the Devil, ſhall have no 


more Miſery than I will give thee. Thou ſhalt not be a 
Prince in Hell. The Devils ſhall laſh thee : They ſhall 
deal with thee as with a pitiful Scoundrel : Tes, thou 
Butcher ; thou ſoalt not long be King. The Devils ſhall 
not own all thife Pretenſions which thou doſt now ſet forth. 
Tes, yes, they do prepare a place for thee, Tes, yes, they 
prepare it for thee. Jes, yes, they will put thee in the 
Pillory, that ail the Devils, and a Million of Souls, that 
bave blindly ſer ved thee upon Earth, may flout thee, &c. 
And I do not fee bur that, to the laſt, they continue 
to ſpeak as meanly as they did at firſt : For they keep 


on printing and pubitſhing now and then a Warning, and 


have late y put forth one, ſpoken at Enfield on the 22d 
of February, by one Abraham Whitrow, a Wool- comber. 
We were once in hopes, that after the 29th of October, 
we ſhould have been troubled with ng more of their 
| | Effuſions: 
* | 
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Effufions: For then Mr. Lacy declared, in the name of 
the Eternal Spirit, Thar their Denunciations were fully 
publiſned; and that that Third Volume was the laſt 
and completion of them. And it might very well have 
ſtood for a completion: For tho' they ſay themſelves, that 
they have not added one new Doctrine, cheir Books and 
Warnings were then ſwelled into a Volume, much big- 
ger than all the Books of the New Teſtament put toge- 
ther. But that they may be always like themſelves, 
and keep their Word in nothing, they run off from this 
Declararion; and as Mr. Lacy began before his Com- 
miſſion was ſealed, both he and others daily add more, 
after their Denunciations were complete and fully ac- 
compliſhed. 


| 


And is there any Excellency in theſe latter, that 
makes amends for the Meanneſs and Defects of che 
former? Are there any bright Tokens ſhining in theſe, 
that may let us ſee a Spirit above the Parts and Capaci- 
ties of the Speakers? No, neither in Stile nor Doctrine. 
We find in theſe, as in the other, wretched - falſe En- 
gliſh, fallacious Arguments, wrong Applications, and 
falſe Interpretations of Scripture, and a meanneſs and 
incoherence ſo groſs, that as they tell us ir was ſpoken 
by a Wool-comber, we ſee it is juſt about level with 
a Wool-comber's Spirit; and not one jor better than 
thoſe extemporary Diſcourſes which our preaching Tay- 


lors, and Weavers, and Quakers, have fathered upon 


7 


k the Spirit theſe hundred Years. _ 


4 


! 


Now, from this it ſeems plain to me, not only that 
theſe Men are meer Pretenders to the Spirit, but that 
they dealt unfairly with us in the Cry to the Deſart, when 
they rell us, that their Boys and Girls in rhe Cevennes 
made wonderful Sermons, in correct French, tho* they 


knew nothing of the Language: For if they had really 


done ſuch great things there, we ſhould have ſeen ſome- 
thing that was like them here. But here if a Boy ſpeaks, 
he ſpeaks like a Boy: If a Wool-comber ſpeaks, he 
{peaks like a Wool-comber : And many Hiccup and 

Gulp whole Months together, and ſay nothing at all. 
But however they ſtand in ir, that all they ſay is by 
the Spirit; and to excuſe the ſcandalous Abſurdities of 
e | their 


(4) 
their Speakers, they pick up all things that look like im? 
perfection and incoherence in the Holy Scriptures : And 
tho' they may be owing to the miſtakes of Tranſcribers, 
or Tranſlators, or our Ignorance of their Ancient Laws, 
Cuſtoms and Hiſtories; yet as our Atheiſts do, ſo theſe 
charge rhem upon the inſpired Authors : And after thar, 
they would have us think that the many palpable Follies 
that are every where in their Warnings, are no real Ob. 
jection againſt their Inſpiration. | 8 
And to this preſumptuous and irreverent Practice of 

theirs, I an{wer theſe two things. , Reds 


aa 


a2 dd A em rr... oo ic ws 7. © © 


Firſt, If in ſome. parts of the Holy Scriptures there | 
are ſome Periods, or Expreſſions, that ſhews the Huma- 
niry or want of Learning in the Speaker, that no ways | 
contradicts our Notions and Doctrines of their Inſpi- 
ration. For we do not ſuppoſe that God himſelf ſpake | 
all the Parts of rhe Holy Scriptures, as theſe Men ſup- 

poſe he ſpeaks their Warnings, in his own Perſon, as 
much as he did the Ten Commandments from Mount , 

Sinai; but we believe there were ſeveral different de-. 

grees of Inſpiration: And though we do not take upon | 

us ro be very critical in diſtinguifhing the ſeveral kinds 
| 

( 

| 


in every Chapter and Verſe; yer we ſuppoſe that where 
God Almighry was pleaſed to make uſe of ſome of the 
lower degrees of Inſpiration, he might excite, inlighren, © 
over- rule, or fore ſhew, and yer leave the Prophet his 3 
ſhare in repreſenting what he had ſeen, in his wm 
Stile and Expreſſions This anſwers for all the differences 
of ſtile in our ſacred Books; bur they have no right to 
the ſame anſwer, who make God himfelf, the Great 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, ſpeak all in his own *' 
Perſon, and ſay the Perſon he ſpeaks by is only a Hear- |: 
er, who is not to anſwer for either the Good or Evi! 
of ir. One would think they might ſee he hath ſome | 
ſhare in it aboye a Hearer, when they find in ir all | 
the Characters of his Stile and Mind: But as they 
will by no means own that he hath, they have no 
right to the conſequences that follow from it. 


| Then, 
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Then, Secondly, though it be true, that in the Divine 
Writings the ſtile and way of arguing do ſhew ſome- 
times more Learning, and ſometimes more Plainneſs, 
according to the different Parts or Education of the 
Speaker; yet where there is the greateſt Plainneſs, there 
is alſo a Majeſty, Sincerity, Decency and Truth. Tho' 
ſome things are condeſcending and little regarding the 
Niceties of Criticks, yet there is nothing Indecent, no- 
thing Falie, nothing Abſurd, Shuffling, Equivocating, or 
contrary to good Sence. And when theſe Men pick up all 
the Difficulties which length of time hath brought into our 
Tranſlations, and then preſume by that means to com- 
pare themſelves with the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, it 
is a wonder to me, how any pious Perſons can ſtand with 


* 


patience, while they hear the Divine Writers treated ſo 


unjuſtly. Ls „ 
And having taken notice of this Paper of Abraham 


3 Mhitrow's, I will obſerve one thing more from it; and 


that is, their way of diſcovering to People their ſecret 
Thoughts; for that is a point they boaſt much of of 
late, and as a little inſtance of it, ſaith this Abraham 
Mhitrow in his incoherent way of ſpeaking, Some here 
are willing to inquire after me, of their Teachers: 
Wherefore they are afraid to ſhew their Opinions. And if 
there happened to be any weak Perſons preſent, as there 


could hardly chuſe but be ſome, that had a mind to 
peak ſomerhing, bur did not: And if withal, ſuch Per- 
+ ſons had any reverence for their Minifters; they would 
perſwade any of thoſe well-mganing People, that this 
Man, who by Trade was no more than a Wool-comber, 


ſaw as plainly into his Thoughts as if he had had a Can- 
dle in his Breaſt. Ar other times, to make ſhew of this 


divine Power in a wonderful manner, they rake upon 


them to tell, There are ſome here that come only out 
* of Curiofiry : Some before they came, made a Prazer 
to God that he would direct them: And God, by 
him, let that Perſon know, that he would convince 
him of the Truth. Again, ſometimes they tell, chat 
ſome of thoſe that pretended to be of them were fille 
Friends; and others had many Fears and Doubts, whe- 
Ather cheir Inſpirations wers of God, Now they ay 
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tell forry ſuch things as theſe, as eaſily as Gipſies tell 
young Men and Maids that they are in Love; or tell 
little Tradeſmen that they are nor ſo rich as they 
make ſhew of ; or tell rich Men that they have falſe 
Friends, that ſpeak fair to their faces, and are Enemies 
behind their back. And therefore to their Pretences of 
this ſort, I ſhall give this ſhort anſwer, That tho' diſ- 
covering {ome ſecret Thoughts, ſuch as Nebuchadnezzar 
or. Pharaoþ's Dream, be a noble and divine Miracle, pe- 
culiar to God alone; yer diſcovering many things that 
are common to Men, who are of the ſame Pafſiohs with 
our ſelves, is one of the eaſieſt Tricks they could have 
pirch'd upon: And their flying to this, after their other 
Miracles have ſo miſerably fail'd them, is a great con- 
firmation to me, that a great part of them are crafty Im- 
poſtors. Gs | jor 
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Containing ſome. Examples of ſuch Kuaveries 


and Deluſions in the World : Whereof the 


firſt is the Caſe of Mr, Maſon, | 


JAving now uled as many Arguments, as I hope will 
be ſufficient in point of Reaſon, I will add ſome 
Examples whereby it maß be ſeen, that Miſchiefs of this 
ſort, tho' thanks be to God they are not common, yet 
are one kind of thoſe innumerable Evils, ro which our 


Human Nature is ſtill ſubject. And theſe Examples are | 


the more neceſſary, becauſe well-meaning Perſons can 
hardly believe, either that bad Men ſhould be ſo very 
wicked as theſe Caſes ſuppoſe them, or that Providence 
mould ſuffer good Men to be ſo ſadly deluded; whereas 
they will find, that when religious Men loſe the guards 
of their Prudence, and Humility, and Contentment with 
the common lot of Chriſtians, and hanker after ſuper- 


natural Gifts, and venture to pray for them, they are in 


the high-way to theſe Deluſions. My 
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My firſt Inſtance therefore ſhall be of one, who, ex- 
cepting what was ami(s in this caſe, is generally allow- 
ed to have been a Perſon of Piety and Virtue. It is 
Mr. John Maſon, Rector of Water-Stratford in Bucks. 
He was a hard Student, and preaching for four Years 
together, chiefly concerning the ſudden coming of our 
Saviour to begin his Reign of a thouſand Years upon 
Earth, many People grew ſo affected with the Novelty, 
and great fervency of his Sermons, that they came ma- 
ny Miles to hear him, and near a hundred forſook the 


care of their Families, and dwelt with him in his -Houſe 


and Barns, that they might be in readineſs to receive our 


Saviour, who, they believed, would begin his Reign 


at that very Town⸗ 

Mr. Maſon, ſeveral Years before, being ſubject to Va- 
pours and ſtrong Fancies, imagined that he ſaw and 
ralked with one, who it is very certain was not there 
with him; and upon the 16th of April, 1694. (within 


the time while his Followers were with him, expecting 


our Saviour's ſpeedy coming) at Midnight, he believed 
verily,” that he ſaw the glorious Perſon of our Saviour in 
a Crimſon Garmenr, of which he deſcribed rhe very 
foldings. Our Saviour, he ſaid, ſpake nothing; but in 
his Countenance there was a ſmiling Sweetneſs, that pro- 
miſed great Happineſs ro the Good; and a Majeſty, that 


ſpake Terror to all thoſe that were Wicked. In his 
© Preaching and Diſcourſes after this, he often confirmed 
the truth of this Appearance by theſe ſolemn Aſſevera- 
tions; As ſure as God is true, T ſaw him. By the Eternal 


God, I ſaw him with theſe Bes. By the Living God it 
3s true. | | | 


His Followers believ'd him ro be the Prophet of the 


Age, the Elijah, that they fancied was ſtill ro come be- 
fore our Saviour: And they thought two of themſelves 
ro be the two Witneſſes to give Teſtimony to him. And 
they ſaid, Two Angels appeared in White to a Man of 
their Society going home, and forced him to return 
back to them.. fe 27 X63 . 
The way of Life and Worſhip that theſe People uſed, 
ſhewed plainly, that they were fallen inro a religious 
Frenzy, which made the Houſe like a Spiritual * 
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Some of them ſtretched their Arms upwards to catch 
our Saviour: Se me exrended their Arms to embrace 
him: And ſome clapped their Hands for Joy that they 
had him. They ſpent their time by turns, ſometimes 
Thirty together, in Singing and Dancing till they were 


black in the Face. They hired vagabond Fidlers, and | 
ſinging Boys, a1 d Wenches, to ſtay with them ro attend 
our Saviour at his coming. They warned all People to 


have Oil, and be ready: And ſometimes cry'd, Fire, 
Fire, to ſignify the ſuddenneſs of the Deſtruction that 
ſnould come upon the World. 5 
The great thing that help'd to deceive his Followers, 
was the ſweerneſs of his Temper, and his great Piery. 
His Siſter, in a Letter ſhe wrote concerning him, hath 


theſe words; For Chriſtzan Converſe, and for exemplary 1 


Converſation, he hath not left his Fellow in the World. He 
hath ſuch a continual Tide to Spirituality, ſuch a Zeal to 
the Glory of God, and ſuch a Flame of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
that I never ſaw the like upon no Man upon Earth before. 
And in Diſcourſe at another time, ſhe ſaid to one that 


was endeavouring to convince her of her Miſtake, and 


his Deluſion, O Sir, the Holineſs of his Life makes it im- 
poſſible, that God ſhould permit him to be deceived, Bur 


Whatever his Holineſs and good Temper had been be- 
fore, his unhappy Notions had chang'd it: For he was 


grown imparient of Contradiction; and fo Paſſionate, 
that he could not bear an Argument; and his Notions 
of Cod were grown as black and threatning. He thought 
all parts of the Nation ( ſaving thoſe near Water-Strat- 
ford) would be given up to Fire and Sword, Few of the 
Nation ſhould be ſaved ; and that even then, the Books 


were ſealed, and there was no room left for Repentance. 


His Delufion was accompanied with a very bad habir 
of Body; and thoſe two great Misfortunes increaſed one 
another, that he died in the midſt of his deluded Ad- 
mirers. But rho! they ſaw him buried, they could hard- 


ly believe he was dead: Nor would they leave the place, 


till che Grave {ome time after was opened again, and his 
putrified Body was ſhewn to them. 


The Account of this Deluſion was written by Mr. Hen. 
Maurice, and is one of the beſt Books Mr. Lacy could read. 
| e 
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o that bloody Spirit that rages in our pretended pro- 


aeg Phets. It is that of Fohn of Leyden, a Cobler or Currier, 
ere who came to the City of Munſter in the Year 1533, and 
nd Goyned himſelf to ſuch Anabaptiſts as were there: One 


hereof, about the end of December, pretending to be 
Nivinely inſpired, and raviſhed in Spirit, went through 
he Streers of the City, crying, Repent, Repent, and be 
gain baptized ; or elſe the Fudgments and Wrath of God 
will quickly and ſuddenly overwhelm you. Upon this they 
got together in Companies, and having ſecrecly invited 


ty. many Strangers into the City, and many wealthy Per- 
ich ſons having withdrawn themſelves to avoid the Danger, 
ary theſe People were fo ſtrong as ro baniſh all that would 


not be rebaptized and ſubmit ro them. In the midſt of 
theſe Outrages, ſundry (calling themſelves Prophets) 
pretended to have extraordinary Revelations from God ; 
re; the chief whereof was one John Mathew, next to him 


lat our Fohn of Leyden, then Knipperdoling and ſome others. 


ad They required the People to bring forth their Goods, 
1. © chat they might be in common: And few durft venture 
ur to diſobey their Order, or hide any Part from them; for 
e. they had two Gzrls, that were ſaid to be Southſayers, and 
as pretended to reveal all that was concealed. Then they 


e, 8 required all Perſons to bring to them whatever Books they 


ns bad igging the Holy Bible) and rhey burn'd them pub- 
hr lickly in their fighr. Their Prophet Mathew (who as yer 
7. was Chief amongſt them) cruelly chruſt in with a Pike, 
ne and afterward ſhot in with a Harquebuſs, one Hubert 
hs I Truteling, only for a merry Jeſt that he made touching 

one of their Prophets. The Biſhop, who was alſo their 
ir Civil Governour, had by this time got an Army, and 
je beſieg d rhe Town, that be might deliver the People out 
1. of the hands of theſe Men. And Mathew was ſo far 


ſpake in him; that he ran alone towards the Enemy, 
is with a long Pike in his hand, and proclaimed as he went, 

That God the Father had commanded him to beat back all 
* the Enemies that beſieg d them. But being met near the 
d. Camp by one Soldier only, he was thruſt chro! and died. 
2 When 


The next Example ſnall be of one, that comes neater 


. arg of the truth of that Spirit which be believed 
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When the People were in concern for this death of their 


Prophet, John of Leyden comforred them, ſaying, That 
God had revealed to him my rhe that Mathew ſhould 


have that end, and that he ſhould marry his Widow: And 
declared farther, that it was the Will of the Heavenly 
Father, that a Man ſhould not be bound to one Wife 
only, but might marry as many as he would, And when 
his Preachers made ſome difficulty at that, he call'd them 
into the Council-Houſe, and pur off his Coar, and laid 
down that and the New Teſtament together before them, 
and ſwore by thoſe two aſſured Tokens, that that Do. 
Carine, and ſome others by him propoſed, were revealed 
to him from Heaven. Upon this they gave aſſent, and 
he married Mathew's Widow and two more; and all 
rheir Sermons, for ſome time, were in praiſe of their 
_ new Lider. N 
Some of the ſober Citizens, ſeeing into what a ſad 
State they had brought themſelves, having privately con- 
certed Matters, came ſuddenly into the Market- place, 
where theſe People were together, and ſeized Leyden and 
rhe reſt of their Prophets, hoping to put an end to this 
Calamity : Bur the common People took Arms and reſ- 
cued them, and put many of theſe Citizens ro cruel | 
Deaths; and in particular, ry'd Fifty of them to Trees, | 
and ſhot them with Harquebuſſes, their Prophets all the 
time aſſuring them, that they did God good Service. 
In Juh a new Prophet, a Goldſmith by Trade, ftood i 
up and ſaid, that God had revealed to him, that they 
ſhould proclaim John of Leyden Emperor of all the Earth; 
for he ſaid, Godly Men only muſt rule in the World, 
after they have once diſparch'd all the Wicked our of | 
the way. And John, declaring that God had revealed 
the ſame to him, only out of Humiliry he had forborn 
to ſpeak it, cauſed rwo-Crowns of pure Gold to be made 
for him, with a Royal Robe, Collar and Sceprer. 
And to pals by many Inſtances of their Enthufiaftical 
Cruelty and Devotion joined together, one of his Queens 
did but ſay, when the Famine was great amongſt chem, 
That ſhe could not believe that it was the Will of God, that 
Men ſhould be ſuffered to die for want of Food; and he 
cauſed her to kneel down, and ftruck off her Head 8 * 
* 19 


C 

bis own hand, his other Queens Singing, and Dancing, 

and giving Thanks therefore to the Heavenly Father. 
Thoſe that are the Guardians and Governours of 

Mankind, had need to preſerve them from theſe Infe- 

ctions; "fot we ſee ſuch Enthuſiaſtical Exſtatic Notions 


can pull out by the Roots the moſt narural and tender 


ons of Human Narure. And Mr. Marion glories in 
repreſenting their Caſe very like this. ' Page 89. of the 
92 from, the Deſart, he ſaith, Their Spirit never ſuf- 
* fered them to lament when their neareſt Friends fell. 
And adds, That he is not aſhamed ro ſay, chat he did 
not, when his Mother died. And if the Deaths of their 
Friends muſt not touch their Nature with Compaſſion ; 
the Deaths of thoſe whom they are to execute mut 
make them Dance with pleafure. ' 9 55 
Bur to go on with Fohn of Leyden. At one time he 
laid him down to reſt; and dreamed three Days toge- 
ther; and when he awaked, he ſpake not a word to 
any Perſon, bur call'd for Paper, and wrote down the 
Names of Twelve Men that ſhould be Governours ; bur 
ſome of them being Gentlemen, he ſoon turned them 
cur again. 1 . 5 
At one time he ſent out Eight and Twenty, that 
ſhould go abroad to Preach and Teach: And they were 
ſo far perſwaded of the Truth and Authority of this 
John of Leyden who ſent them, rhar they all bur one ſuf- 
fer d Death for their Preaching. 2 
The Famine increaſing, and the People murmuring, 
Leyden afſur'd them, that God would ſend Deliverance 
before Eaſter, When Eaſter was come, and no Delive- 
rance with it, he feigned himſelf Sick for Six Days, 
and at the end prerended, © Thar all that time he had 
* ridden upon a Blind Ai; and that rhe Father had laid 


| * upon him the Sins of the whole Multicude, ſo that 


now they were cleanſed ; and char was the Delive- 
* rance he had promiſed, 1 ts 7 
When the Biſhop's Strength was increaſed, with Sup- 
plies from ſeveral parts of rhe Empire, he took the City, 
tho' with much Bloodſhed. Rotman, their chief Preach- 
er, ran amongſt the thicceſt of their Enemies, and was 
gut in pieces. Their King 8 and bis Two Prophets. 
| | were 
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were taken alive, and carried a Spectacle to ſeveral 
Princes, and afterward were brought back to Munſter. 
Leyden confeſſed his Sins; but his Two Prophets de- 
fended what they had done, and all Three were tied 
faſt to Poſts, and diſmember'd by Peice- meal, and pull d 
in pieces wich hot burning Pincers and Tongs: And 
afterwards their Carkaſſes were hanged in Three Iron 
Cages, the King being in the midſt much higher than 
the other Two. 3 N 
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This Hiſtory is originally in Sleidan: Bur I have 
6 taken theſe Fragments our of Bp. Coſins Hiſtory of the 
* Conſpiracy for the pretended Reformation; believing that 
will reaſonably come to us with more advantage, by 
* having been firft made uſe of by him for our Inſtructi- 
* on with reſpect ro Caſes like this. | 
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In the Year 1666, a time when the Jews were in great 
_ expectation of their Meſſias ; Sabbatas Sevi, a Man 
Jearned in Hebrew. and Metaphyſicks, &c. and ore Na- 
than, a fit Inſtrument for his purpoſe, agreed to declare 
themſelves the Meſſias, and Elias his Fore- runner. And 
Nat han having written, and declared what was proper 
for him, Sabbatai publiſhed this following Declaration, to 
all Fews all the World over, in Hebrew. 7 

Ihe only and firſt- born Son of God Sabbatai Sevi, he Meſ- 

© ſiah and Saviour of Iſrael, to all the Sons of Iiracl, Peace. 
Since that you are made worthy to ſee that f Day of 
* Deliverance and Salvation unto Iſrael, and accompliſh- 
ment of the Word of God, promiſed by his Prophets and 
© our fore-Fathers, and by his beloved Son of Iſrael : Let 
* your bitter Sorrows be turned into Foy, and your Fafts 
© into Feſtivals : For you ſhall weep no more, O my Sons of 
Iſrael. For God having given you this unſpeakable Com- 
* fort, rejoice. with Prums, 8 and Muſick, giving 
© thanks to him for performing his Promiſe from all Ages; 
doing that every Day, which is uſual for you to do upon 
© the New Moons; and that Day dedicated to Affiiaion and 
Sorrow, convert you into a Day of Mirth for my Appea- 
* rance: And fear you nothing, for you ſhall have Domi- 
nien over the Nations; and not only over thoſe that are 
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YL n Earth, but over thoſe Creatures alſo which are in the 
© depth of the Sea. All which is for your Conſolation and , 
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they became his Diſciples. 0 „ 
One Samuel Pennia, a Man of Reputation, oppoſed 
and diſputed againſt him; bur the Multicude were fo 
Z enraged, that he was forced to fly, and ſoon after be- 
n came a Convert; and nor only he, but his Daughters 
Ipropheſied, and fell into ſtrange Extaſies; and Four 
Hundred Men and Women propheſied in like manner 
Jof che growing Kingdom of Sabbatai: And young In- 
fants, who could yet ſcarce ſtammer out a Syllable, repeat- 
Zed and pronounced plainly the name of Sabbatai the 
Meſſiah ; and Voices were heard to ſound from their 
Stomachs and Intrails. Thoſe of riper Years fell firſt 
into a Trance, foamed at the Mouth, and recounted 
Rt Viſions of the Lion of Judah, and the Triumphs of 
ESabbatai. a 8 
All Buſineſs was laid aſide. None opened Shop, un- 
Weſs to clear his Warehcuſe of Merchandiſe at any price, 
For it was one of their Doctrines, that the Fews ſhould 
oon become Maſters of the Eſtates of the Infide's. There 
vere ſome Faſts and preparatory Mortifications requir'd, 
End they were fo forward to obſerve them, that ſome 
prickt rheir Backs and Sides with Thorns ; ſome rowlech 
themſelves in Snow ; ſome buried themſelves in their 
Jardens, with their Heads only above the Earth ; and. oo”, 
ome faſted for ſeven Days, till they were really famiſh'd. | 
| Sabbatai being once invited to a Circumciſion, where ; 
All things were prepared for the Ceremony, he bad them | 
. 1 ſtay | 


x 


d 


' 
74 
MW 
10 
FY 
i 
0 
U iN 
7 
60 
.. 
1 
. 
74 
i; 
* 
4 
30 
. 
„. 
UA 
11 4 
r 44th 
„ 
4,3 5% 
1 
=_ 
Wh. 
* 
. 


= 


I 
— 


8 


. 


= 


Ig 


. on 
. *X $5.9 
Pa 


2 = — EE aa." 
2 5 


/ 


ſtay the Performance, till he gave them noxice to pro- 
ceed. After half an Hour, he bad them Circumciſe the 
Child; and being ask d the reaſon of his retarding rhe 
Operation, he ſaid, Elias had not taken his Seat, but as 
ſoon as he ſaw him placed (for the Jews at thoſe Rites 
leave an empty Chair for him) he order d them to pro- 
ceed. They pretended ſeveral ſuch like Miracles in the 
place where they were, and much greater by Letters to 
diſtant Countries. In them they ſaid, he had ſtruck the 
Meſſengers dead chat the Grand Seignior ſent to take 
Him, but afrerward raiſed them to Life, and went vo- 
Iuntarily with them to Priſon. And it is true, that du- 
ring his Confinement, thoſe Jews chat became his Fol- 
lowers, and which were a great Multitude, continued 
in the ſame great hopes they had of him before. But 
the Grand Seignior thinking it neceſſay to put an End to 
the danger of ſuch Tumults, had him brought from 
the Caftle in the Hellzſpont to Adrianople, and there of- 
fered him this ſhort Trial: Thar he ſhould be ftrip'd 
naked, and ſet as a Mark to his Archers; and if their Þ 
Arrows pierced not his Body, but that his Skin was ? 
proof like Armour, he would believe him to be the 
Meſſiah. Bur Sabbatai would not carry his Jeſt ſo far, 
and therefore renounced his Title to that greatneſs he | 
had claimed, confeſſed himſelf an Ordinary Few, and 
begg d Pardon for what he had done. The Grand Seig- 
nior thought his Crime too great to be paſs d by ſo ea - 
ſily, and therefore anſwered, That Wel he would ex- 
piate his Treaſon by turning Turk, he ſhould be empal'd |: 
at the Gate of rhe Seraglio. Sabbatas being contented 
ro buy his Life ar that price, declared immediately, that 
he had been long deſirous of ſo glorious a Profeſſion, |! 
and efteemed himſelf. much honoured, that he had op- 
portunity ro own it firſt in his Preſence. It may be 
imagined eafily in what Conſternation and Shame his |: 
Followers were; and yet many of them affirmed, that | 
he was not turned Turk, but that his Shadow only re-. 
Fe ren Ban, and walked with a white Head, and 
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in the Habit of a Mabomet an; inſomuch that the Co- 

chams, or Prieſis of Conſtantinople, were forced to write 

Circular Letters, and were hardly able even then ro 
CCC 
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Barma, went our of his Thigh, in che likeneſs of a Man, 


GD; 


bring back the deluded People to Sobriety and their 
Vocations, p . A 
There is an Account of this Deceiver, and his Life 
* afterward, and Death, in De la Croix's Memosrs : Bur 
1 have taken theſe few Paſſages out of the larger Ac- 
count given of him by the Author of the Three late Im- 


© poſtors, Padre Ottomano, Mabomed Bei, and this Sab- 


© batas Sevi. 
5 Dr. Dee and Edward Kelly. 1 2 

Many are apt to wonder, that the Deluſion of our 
pretended Prophets ſhould be ſo viſible, and yet ſome 
ſhould be engaged in it who are Men of Learning, and 
are particularly skill'd in the Mathematicig. If they are 
Knaves, and are acting a part, that ſolves the difficulty: 


But if rhey are deceived ; it muſt be confider'd, that in 
deep Waters a tall Man may be drowned as well as a 
7 litcle one: And pretended Inſpirations, converſe with 


Spirits, Futurity, and raſh Interprerations of the Book 


of Revelations, are Gulfs that have ſwallowed up many 
2 Scholar before theſe. My next inſtance therefore ſhall 
he be of one, who, while be kept himſelf Sober and Hum- 


ble, had a Reputation amongſt learned Men much Sus 
perior to theſe. ' Dr. Dee is the Perſon I mean; ſome- 
time Warden, as I take it, of the College ar Mancheſter. 
Mr. Cambden, in his El:zabetha, calls him, Nobilis Ma- 


- | thematicus, He calculated the Revolutions of the new 


Star thar appeared, in thar Age, in the Shoulder of Caſ- 


ſiopeia. Bur having a mixture of Enthuſiaſm, and an 


immoderate thirſt after higher degrees of Knowledge 
than God hath thought fir ro give us, be preſumed to 


make earneſt Prayers for inſpired Inſtructions in the Se- 


crets of Nature: And he believed his Prayers were an- 
ſwered, by an acquaintance he had ſoon after with one 
rhat went ſometimes by the name of Talbot, but uſually 

of. Edward Kelly, a cheating Alchymiſt. This Edward 
Kelly pretended to the Doctor, that he bad been a great 
Conjurer, and Sendenna had been his Spirit, and rauvghr 
him the Secrets of Magick; but he pretended to have 
repented, and that at his Converſion an evil Spirit, called 


with 
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with a Sachel of a Dog's-skin by his ſide, and that Four: 
teen other Devils, like Dogs, Monkeys, and hairy Men, 
went out after him. But for all that, he found in him- 
ſelf, he pretended, a wonderful Gift of ſeeing and hear- 
ing Spirits in many places, but eſpecially in a Shew-ſtone 
or Cryſtal, which the Doctor and he ſaid they received 
from Angels, with aſſurance, that none but good Spi- 
rits could appear in it. Soon after the Doctor was 
grown fond of him, he made many pretences as if he 


would leave him, but the Doctor ſtaid him with a Sa- 


lary of 50 J. per Annum. They lived . at Mort- 
lake near London; and their way was, for Kelly to look 
into the Cryſtal, and the Doctor to write what Kelly 
{aw or heard. Their Spirits declared, and the Doctor 
and Kelly were not wanting to make it known, That the 
Doctor ſhould be a Prophet to the Kings of the Earth, 
and Edward ſhould be his Seer or Scryer. By the anſwers 
of theſe Spirits, they undertook to reveal Secrets, tell 
Fortunes, anſwer Queſtions of diſtant things, make the 
Philoſopher's Stone, and tranſmute Metals. They had 
a Porter that their Spirits call'd a Branch of Nature's 
Life, . They ſaid they had received the loſt Prophecies 
of Enoch, and had ſomething written in the Language 
that Adam ſpoke in Paradiſe, Furniſhed with ſuch like 
Advantages, and ſome Miracles as they gave out, they 
tender'd their Services to the Queen and her Counſellors, 
ana by a Letter to Sir Francis Walſingham, Principal Se- 
cretary of State, the Doctor aſſur'd them, that for want 
of receiving of them, they even then had loſt Opportuni- 
ties worth a Million of Gold But theſe Stories would 
not take ſo near home. He was rejected by the Mini- 
ſters of State, and not believed amongſt any wiſe Men 
in the Country. He complained that he was ſpoiled of 
Fcur Thouſand Books, and Seven Hundred Manuſcripts, 
and that a Proceſs was begun againſt him as a Conjurer: 
And the Spirits told Kelly, that an Order was out to 
rake him up for Coining Money, and if he ſtaid he 
ſhould be hang d. It happened very fortunately for their 
Marrers, that there was then in England, Albertus Alaſco, 
a Lord, as he pretended, in Poland, but a Preacher in 
Londen, and yet he could fatter himſelf, that by Recs 
| ; ein 
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2 Inelp of cheſe Men he ſhould be King of Poland; for the 
a, Spirits, by Reh, 718 him that and a great deal 
more, if he would be ruled by them : And he giving 
r- chem ſatisfactory Proofs of his Faith, the Spirits direct- 
ie ed the Doctor and Kelly ro go with them beyond the 
d Peas. And there the Doctor's Name, Gravity and Learn- 
ji. Ding, and the Lord Lachs Stories, made way for them 
13 Jo the Preſence of the Emperor Rodolph, Stephen King of 
poland, and many Ambaſſadors and Great Men; and 
n particular, Prince Rofinberg thought it a happineſs to 
pe entered the Third Man in their Society. They mit- 


k led as much Scripture, as many Prayers, and great 
ly retences, as our pretended Prophets; and their Viſions 
;r Ind Diſcourſes of their Spirits were far above thoſe of 
le urs. 1 will give a piece of one for a Specimen, which 
h, elh delivered, and the Doctor writ as if ſpoken by an 


Hngel in the Stone, in the Shape of a Husbandman, 


f. ith red Apparel, red Hoſe, red Shoes, and red Cap 
le utroned up. | 3 oh . 


My Meſſage is from him, in whoſe Name thou haſt dif- 
edit, which hath ſaid, Lift up thine Eyes, and look unto 
T behold IT ſay) the Sum of my Commandments. Firſt, Nat 
am. 2dly, Whoſe Miniſters you are. 3dly, To what 
yd and purpoſe it is. 


* 


3 Then ceaſe to plead when Fudgment ſtandeth in place : 


4 For all things are determined already. 915 

Ihe ſeven Doors are opened. The ſeven Governours have 

ir moſt ended their Government. n 

5. The Earth laboureth as Sick, yea ſick unto Death, 9 7 
d The Waters pour forth weepings, and have not moiſture = 
i- |ſicrent to quench their own Sorrows, 1 | 
n The Air withereth, for her heat is infected. 5h 

of 7 The Fire conſumeth, and is ſcalded with his own heat. 

„„ Ihe Bodies above are ready to ſay, We are weary of our 

o | Nature would creep again into the Boſom of her good and 


gracious Maſter, 


10 Hell it ſelf is weary of Earth : For why ? The Son of 
„„ |@arkneſs cometh now to challenge his Right, &c. ſaying, We 
1 e now ſtrong enough, Let us build us a Kingdom upcn 


le Farth, and now eſtabliſh that, which we could not confirm 
W ode, &c. 1 | | Then 
2 | „ 8 A 
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7 Therefore let him Believe. And 2dly, Reice, That the Angel 
cf God hath jo govern d him. That in Elefffon he ſhall govern 


_ tains, and next him one Rowland. 


Lewdneſs: And in particular, they agreed to have their 


anothers freely: And after great pretended reluQancies, 


to the Spirits, they all Four, under an Oath of Secrecy, 


; ur his Knees, and confeſſed his Sins, was ſo convinc' 
O 


a ne Seer, one Bart holomem Hickman. 


of chat, and the learned Preface Which he put before = | 


= &d . 77. 
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Then he proceeds with Directions, and Promiſes of a 
Kingdom to the Lord Lasky in theſe words: 
It is ſaid, he ſhall govern me # People; of himſelf be cannot. 


him a People, &c. Then jhall it be ſaid unto Bm, O King, &«. 
They prophefied of England : That aftey the Death of our 
dear Queen, one of the Houſe of Auſtria; matte mighty by the 
King of Spain his Death, ſhould inuade and conquer the Land, 
&c. He ſaid, One now abroad ſhould at Miford-Haven enter; 
and by the help of the Britains ſubdue the ſaid one And 


that one Morgan, a Britain, ſhould be made King of the Bri- 


o g.. 


But with rheir great Pretences to Prophecies arid Holi. 
neſs, they mingled many diſhoneſt Tricks, and great 


9 © - -> 


Wives in common. For the Old Doctor having a young 
child- bearing Wife, and Kelly having a ſettled Averſion 
to his, the Spirits by Kelty commanded them to uſe one 


Loans 


had hd + C&S 


Kelly himſelf ſeeming as backward as any, in Obedience 


os 


conſented that it ſhould beſo. _ Xxx. 

Their Viſions and Tranſactions found ſo much Credi 
Tor a time, that the Pope thought it needful to cite then 
to Rome, that their Revelations might be judged by th 
Church. But without the Examination of that Court 
their Credit ſoon fell of it ſelf: Their great Admire 
found how they had been cheated. Their Friend # 
Puccins, Who at his firſt admiſſion to their Myſteries, fel 


of their Knaveries, that he made them refund Eight Hun 
dred Florens, that they had got from him. And not long 
after, Kelly was in Priſon for his Cheats; and trying t 
make his eſcape from a Window in his Houſe, he broke 
his Leg, and diedof the Briese. 
Ho the Doctor got away I know not: For I met 
with little Account of him till near 20 Years after, whe! 
he was above Fourſcore Years old, Anno 1607. and thei 
he was again at his Houſe at Morrlake, poor and beggarly 
driving the meaner Trade of telling leſſer People the! 
Fortunes, and diſcovering Thieves and ſtolen Goods, with 


Ile had kept a Book of his Tranſactions and Letten 
Which Dr. M. Caſaubon printed in the Year 1659 ; and ou 


ayy 


ic oo» ene fa A Ah te þ IN Hol ll vt Hd Pn 25) aw 99 X - 


, 
. 


«+ BY 
f a Nhaye collected theſe ſhort Memoirs, and might have ad 
ded ten times as many more. 4 wy 
2 iam Hasler. af: 
Vern 97 laſh Inſtance ſhall be of William Hacket, who was 
4; for ſeveral Years Servant to Mr. Huſey, and afterward to 
| Sir Fun. Treſbam, at Oundel in Northamptonſhire, towards the 
the latter end of Queen Elixabeth's Reign. He married a Wi- 
and, dow of ſome Subſtance, and having ſpent her Eſtate in 
ber, ill Hysbandry, he ſet up for a zealous Preacher, and de- 
Ani ſpiſer of the Church; and tho? he could neither write nor 
Bri- read, he learnt tu pray extempory with much Zeal, and © 
chen went as far as Hort, and there pretended to be ſent 
a by God in the Office and Spirit of John Baptiſt. He boaſted 
of ſeveral Miracles, and ſaid he was a Prophet of God's Ven- 
geauce; 1 if Reformation was not eſtabliſhed in England 
that very Year, three great Plagues ſhould fall upon ir, 
Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine : And added, that there ſhoyld 
be no more Popes hereafter. For the ſcandal he gave to 
Religion, and the diſturbance he gave to the State by theſe 
3 he was whipped at York, and forced to leave 
ih. „ | 
_ But this did not hinder him from continuing the ſame 
wicked Practices in new Places; and in Northamptonſhire he 
was committed to Gaol by Sir Walter Mildmay. The Night 
before he went thither, he willed his Wife to let him be 
alone, for he would confer with one that would come to 
him: And it was given out by his Favourers, that that 
Night there was a light ſhining in his Chamber, tho“ no 
Candles lighted. The Juſtices who had the hearing of his 
Matter, looking upon him as Mad, rather than dangerous, 
let him go for that time; and he ſoon after fell into league 
with two Gentlemen of good Families, but imall Fortunes, 
Mr. Arthington and Mr. Coppinger, both of them of the fame 
Enthuſiaſtical Notions, and equally bent upon Reforma» 
tion both of the Court and Church. The firſt meeting of 
Coppinger and Hacket was in London, at the Caſtle without 
* Smithfield-Bars, a place where they met by appointment, 


having had ſome Charatters of one another: And as ſoon | 


parl\ as they enter'd the Chamber, Coppinger deſired, that before 
. any Speech ſhould paſs, they might ſirſt pray to God to- 


„WII P Hacket prayed firſt ; after which Prayer, Coppinger 
delivered to Hacker, how he had been very rangely and 
etten extraordinarily moved by God to go te her Majeſty, and 


Lell her plainly, Par the Lord's Pleaſure was, that ſhe muſt 
© * with all ſpeed reform her Self, her Family, — 
1 wealth, 


FE (58) 
wealth, and the Church. Then Coppinger pray'd to God, de- 
firing him, that if he would be with them, and bleſs that 
Buſineſs they were about, he would knit their two Hearts 
together, as David's and Jonathan's, Moſes and Aaron's were. 
Before they brought their Reſolutions to a determination, 
they kept ſeveral Faſts, and put many Queſtions to ſeveral 
_ Perſons. As, Whether Men might ſafely act in theſe days upon 
extraordinary Motions within? And amongſt many Anſwers 
that they received, one in writing was, to perſwade them 
to take heed, leſt by the ſubtilty of Satan they were miſled 5 but 
withal concluded, That he would be loath to quench the Spirit 
of God in him, or to hinder his Zeal, Beſides ſuch Anſwers, 
too favourable to them, they fancy'd they had Miraclesto 
confirm them. Once they believed, it rained immediately 
upon Hackers Prayer for it; and by their management, a 
common Shower was made a Miracle. They pretended 
alſo to have caſt out a Devil. Hacker ſaid, he had been at 
the Tower, and taken the fierceſt Lion by the Beard. And 
beſides theſe, he pretended that for the Proof of the true 
Religion againſt Popery, he had indured inwardly all the 
Torments that the Devils in Hell, or Witches and Sor- 
cerers upon Earth, could infli& upon him. When he af. 
firmed any point of his Doctrine or Meſſage, he would 
proteſt upon his Damnation, that it was Truth, and pray 
withal, that he might ſink down into Hell if it was not 
ſo. By theſe means they workt themſelves up into a be- 
lief of many ridiculous Fancies, which Coppinger and Ar. 
rhington declared to ong Wigginton, a Friend of theirs, the 
16th of July, 1591. Some of which are theſe: 
Firſt, That William Hacket is the very ſame Angel fore- 
Spoken of by the Scriptures, who ſhould come before the laſt Judg- 
ment of Chriſt, with a Fan or Sheephook in his hand, to ſepa- 
rate the Goats from the Sheep. PEE F 
That the ſaid Hacket had laid two ſeveral Charges in the 
Name of Chrift upon them two, &c. The one upon Arthington, 
of Prophecy concerning the End of theWorld ; the other upon Cop- 
pinger, of painting out the Good and Bad in the World, &c. 
When by theſe ſteps they were arrived at the height of 
their Enthuſiaſtical Madneſs, Hacket ſent his two Prophets 
into the Streets to ploclaim, That Jeſus Chrift is come with 
his Fan in his Hand to judge the Earth; And if any Man ask you, 
where he is? Tell them, he lies at Walker's Houſe by Broken- 
Wharf: And if they will not believe it, let them come and kill 
me, F they can. Theſe Men were ſo drunk with theſe Ima- 
ginations, that they really went and preacht theſe things 
in ſeveral parts of the City; and when they could 186.00 


; * 
» 
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farther for the Preſs, they got upon a Cart, and preachtto 
the People from that. For theſe things, and many mali- 
jous Speeches and Actions againſt the Queen, Hacker was 
ts condemned; and ſometimes pretending to be Mad, and 
ometimes Raging, he uttered theſe Blaſphemies juſt be- 
1, fore he was turned off the Ladder. e 
Oh God of Heaven, mighty Jehovah, Alpha and Omega, Lord 
„ of Lords, King of Kings, and God Everlaſting, that knoweſt me tg 
iS We that true Jehovab, that thou haſt ſent : Send ſome Miracle 
m ur of a Cloud ro convert theſe Infidels, and delimer me from theſe 
y Enemies; If not, I will fire the Heavens, and tear thee from 
iy Throne with my Hands. | | 5 
„ coppinger being overwhelmed with Shame, and not able 
0 bear the Confuſion of his own Mind, wilfully abſtain'd 
rom Meat ſeven or eight Days, and then died in Bridewell. 


: _ 8 begg d the 1 Merey, and liv d long 
1d — — ᷑ͥ— æF—— — — 
We A few ſimple Queries to 'Squire Lacy by another Hand, 
+2 . Her her the Judgments with which he threatned Lon. 


don, when he withdrew with his prophetical Company 
1d ft Year towards St. Albans or Buſhy, have been made good? 
ay i 2. Whether he did not peremptorily affirm, in a Letter to his 
ot Naah, that thoſe Tudgments were juſt coming, and thereupon ad- 
iſed her and her Family to leave the Town, &c ? 
3. Whether he did not fall into a Paſſion with a Reverend 
Fiend of his, for defiring to ſee the Jaid Letter, and thereupon 
rk him, why he inſulted him in his own Houſc? ; 
4. Whether he has not advisd feveral other Perſons to leave 
= Ie Town, upon the- account of other approaching Judgments, ſuth 
ae Ws Fire from Heaven, Peſtilence, Famine, ; c? | 

5. Whether he and bis prophetical Troop did not retire to En- 
the Wield, or Colcheſter, on the ſame account ? 3 
on, 6. Whether the mortification of being directen by his Spirit, to 
P- ed or diſpoſe of his Coach-Horſes, or that of ſeeing himſelf and 

bis Predict tung falſified, is greateſs ? 1 

of 7. Whether any Man that pretended to be diwvinely Guided by 
ts Bhat Eternal Spirit, that requires truth in the inward parts, 
ith Nvhen charg'd with ſending a Letter to the Lord Chief Juſtice about 
o, I noli Proſequi,would ever have ſolemnly averr'd in Print, t hat 
n. Wo ſuch Letter was ſent ; hoping to tome of with the ſecret 
til Feger vation, that he had carry d the Letter himſelf? _ 
nas NN 8. Whether the ſeafonable Inſpiration at Enfield, when Mr. 
153 racy and his Friend; were carried before a Magiſtrate fo 7 pate h 
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2. Whether the fo My. M. 8 been fo oftcn-tmpos *d up 
on by the ſham Predlictions of thoſe that ſeek His, and not Him 
particularly when they perſwaded him to quit the Town to go t 


| FOES: under. pretence that ſome dreagful Fami us or Peſtilene 


W4s coming upon the City ef London; upon which acgou 
alſa 27 7 7 laid i in 1 Ihouſaud Weighs of — 4% 
other Species of tons in proportion; and agai 
had perſwaded Fray that Fire from Heauen was o 
parts of the City on the 25th of March laft, or at I (oy th 
laſt Day of that Month (of mhirh he own'd himſel 2 As ; Fraldy con 
viuced, as of the Being of a God ). I. ſays Mr. M. having been f 
deluded, het her ſje does not ſin againſt Light, in following then 
any longer? and whether his Vauity 2 not aun hare thay 
vs Plety or Charity in bis ſaid Nelufion * 
_ Liftly, Having thrown away. ſeveral. Queries. on the 
Squire and Gentleman, the little Knight would take it il! 
if I did not beſtow one upon him; I therefqre ask him 
het her having been often buffcted and rebuked by the * 
Y bail 


hone but in Prophecy er. 


r 


x 1 PP b : BP . 


40 ' ” II EEEER 1 I. | 
* Note; That the tien a ove, aid to. * 1 


is eg to be the Projector KK. e * 


FIN. 


